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ORIGINAL AND SELECTED ARTICLES. | 


HYPODERMIC USE OF CARBOLIC ACID FOR THE 
CURE OF ERYSIPELAS. 


By J. McF. Gaston, M.D., ATLANTA, GEORGIA. 


As I am not aware of the publication by any other observer in 
the United States of facts connected with the subcutaneous injec- 
tion of carbolic acid in erysipelas, it is hoped that a brief detail of 
my experience with this treatment may attract the attention of 
practitioners to the great virtues of this remedy. 

I was induced to resort to this measure originally by the recom- 
mendation of it which appeared September 7th, 1878, in the 
“ Medical Times and Gazette” of London; but not laying so much 
stress upon great names as upon great works, my note book gives 
no record of the authorship. The formula given was as follows: 


Carbolic acid 
P Spirits of wine, sani, cwireatials 
Distilled water 50 grammes, 

Mix and inject in various points of the surface affected with 
erysipelas. 

Having in the meantime employed a different formula in vari- 
ous other affections with a very satisfactory result, I concluded to 
adopt the following in preference to using the above in cases of 
erysipelas which might come under my care: 
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RK Fluid carbolic acid 
Glycerine 
Distilled water 

The first case treated by this process was upon the upper part 
of the cheek, and extending to the ear and eyebrow on the same 
side. A single syringeful of the last named combination was in- 
serted above the prominence of the malar bone on two successive 
days, without using any other means of treatment, and the ery- 
sipelatous blotch disappeared entirely. This case was followed by 
others in which considerable portions of the surface were in- 
volved, upon various parts of the body, with a like satisfactory 
issue in all. It was evident that the speedy disappearance of the 
discoloration and thickening of the skin, which accompanies ery- 
sipelas, was not simply a coincidence, but that it was due to the 
favorable action of the subcutaneous injection. With a view to 
determine more certainly the relation of cause and effect, quite a 
number of cases of localized and circumscribed patches of ery- 
sipelas were treated solely with the hypodermic application of 
carbolic acid. Among other cases of the ankles and legs treated 
successfully in this manner, there occurred a remarkably striking 
illustration of the advantages of this remedy in a chronic case of 
erysipelas of the lower extremities. Fora long series of years 
this patient had suffered from the frequent recurrence of the dis- 
ease; and on this occasion both legs were much swollen and the 
tissues presented the well marked characteristics of erysipelas from 
the knees to the ankles. With the history of his diathesis, it 
seemed doubtful as to his being relieved as others had been in the 
acute form of more recent origin. But he was influenced by the 
favorable reports from other cases to undertake the slight opera- 
tion of inserting the carbolic acid solution upon the outer and 
inner aspect of each leg for three consecutive days. Strange as it 
may seem, without any other treatment, he has passed five-years 
since this application without even a vestige of erysipelas in his 
legs or any other part of his body, and it served as a radical cure 
of an established erysipelas diathesis. 

It is well known that erysipelas involving the hairy scalp may 
be transmitted to the brain, and thus becomes one of the gravest 
of disorders. The phlegmonous termination of erysipelas, in any 
part of the body, is a most serious development, which has proved 
very intractable under the ordinary modes of treatment. A-rem- 
edy that may be considered as trustworthy in averting all the dan- 
gers of such a disease is a great advance in therapeutics, and such 
is the combination above given. Mix and inject one or two fillings 
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of the hypodermic syringe in several points of the surface. 

In a paper on the “Innovations of Medical and Surgical Prac- 
tice,” which appeared August roth, 1882. in the Philadelphia 
Medical and Surgical Reporter, I used the following language: 
“But the pre-eminence given latterly to the use of carbolic acid 
by subcutaneous injection claims something more than a passing 
notice. Thus applied, it effectually arrests erysipelas.” 

An article contributed by me to the March number of Gaillard's 
Journal of the current year upon “ Medication Through Superfi- 
cial and Deep seated Tissues,” contains the following statements: 
“The hypodermic use of carbolic acid has been resorted to in a 
variety of cases, and I have been much encouraged to continue 
this application for local and general effects””» * * * “The 
highly salutary influence of the sub cutaneous use of this agent in 
-erysipelas prompts me to urge the great importance of resorting 
generally to this mode of cure. The invariable good results that 
have attended its application in my hands seem to recommend it 
as a safe and efficacious remedy in erysipelas. In the cases of 
circumscribed patches the injections have been made in one or two 
points, according to the extent of the reddening and thickening of 
‘the skin; and the local inflammation has in every instance been 
‘controlled without recourse to general measures of treatment. In 
other cases of a generally diffused discoloration I have used the 
carbolic acid injection accompanied with internal remedies, so that 
an element of doubt enters as to what brought about the salutary 
result. One of the cases of erysipelas that involved important 
parts and a considerable extent of surface was associated with pu- 
erperal fever. It was evident that the hypodermic use of the car- 
bolic acid was salutary, and I consider it a most fortunate issue, 
in consideration of the circumstances, that no phlegmonous in- 
flammation was developed.” 

It may be questioned as to the applicability of this means to 
those cases of erysipelas which involve large portions of the sur- 
face, and which may be regarded as constitutional in their origin 
or, at least, general in their character. But, if it is recollected that 
the introduction of the medicinal agent into the areolar tissue en- 
sures its propagation throughout the organization, it will at once 


be evident that the measure is not local in its effects, but extends 
to the entire system. There is an intimate relation between the 
minute ramifications of the nerves and the capillaries, through 
which hypodermic injections reach the vital functions and operate 
upon the various organs and their special secretions, so that there 
is a general pervading constitutional modification, corresponding 
to the quality of the medicinal element employed. 
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The routine treatment of erysipelas is based upon the supposi- 
tion of a dyscrasia of the blood, and the most trustworthy internal 
remedy is, perhaps, the muriated tincture of iron in large doses, 
frequently repeated. It has also been claimed that the progress of 
the disorder is arrested by encircling the discoloration with a. 
tracing of lunar caustic. Sundry other internal and external 
means have been adopted in accordance with the views of differ-. 
ent pathologists as to the nature of the disease. 

Let the influence of subcutaneous injections of carbolic acid in 
the case of erysipelas be explained as it may, the fact cannot be 
ignored that many have been promptly relieved by this simple: 
application without the use of any other remedy. 





BLADDER WORMS. 
By E. H. M. Parruam, M.D., or ARKANSAS. 


The subject of this article is of small size, weighing about a 
hundred and twenty pounds, usually healthy, until last Christmas, 
when he felt slight pain and soreness in the region of his kidneys 
(his occupation is teamster at a saw mill), which continued to 
grow worse, attended with considerable weakness of the inferior 
extremities, and about two or three weeks ago he applied for med- 
ical advice. His personal appearance did not then, nor does it. 
now, iridicate disease of any kind, and he is still attending to his 
occupation. He was directed to take half dram doses of com- 
pound fluid extract of buchu. Very soon after he commenced 
using the buchu he discharged in his urine several living worms, 
and continues to discharge them occasionally. To-day he passed 
seven, which I have now before me: they are from one-half to 
an inch and a quarter long, with dark colored spots or bands on 
them; size, about twice as large as No. 8 spool thread; general 
color, white. I have written this article hoping that some expe- 
rienced member of the medical profession, through your valuable: 
journal, may favor me with a treatment that would prove success- 
ful in the management of this case, which is entirely new to me. 


[REMARKS BY THE EpiTor.—The writer has requested our 
views of the above singular case. We have not, in our experience, 
seen any worms answering to those which Doctor P de- 
scribes. In the books there are only a few varieties of bladder 
parasites mentioned. Of these, a variety styled “ Dactylius Acu- 
leatus”’ answers more nearly the description given in the above: 
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«ase than any other we have seen. Dunglison thus defines this 
species: “4A worm of a light color, annulated, cylindrical, but ta- 
pering slightly toward both extremities, from two-fifths to four- 
Sifths of an inch long.” 

In case of a fistulous opening between the rectum and bladder, 
ascarides might find entrance into the cavity of the latter; but the 
worm mentioned does not answer in all respects to that of ascar- 
ides. Nor does the writer mention any symptom indicating such 
a condition. 

Whatever be the variety of bladder worm that may exist, the 
principles of treatment are the same. 

We would suggest, in a case like the above, a dose of calomel, 
followed with small, repeated doses of santonine, alternated with 
the oil of turpentine, conjoined with such diuretics as would direct 
the vermifuge to the kidneys. A combination of balsam copaiba 
with turpentine might meet this requirement. The remedy would 
-be more likely to pass off by the kidneys if the bowels were some- 
what restrained; not with opium, which suppresses the urinary 
secretion, but with burnt brandy, ginger, camphor, etc. 

The parasites being removed, tonics and bracing treatment 
should be used to build up the general health. W. 





THE CONSTIPATION HABIT. 





By Dr. W. J. FAIRFIELD. 
A paper read before “ The Calhoun County Medical Association,” December 4th, 1883. 





The subject of constipation is so extensive, involving the discus- 
sion of so many diseases and remedies, and with its diarrhea of 
literature covering so much ground, that I forbear, for want of 
‘time, if nothing more, from entering into a full consideration of 
the subject. 

That it is often a symptom of disease, or a disturbance arising 
from disease, I need not discuss; but I wish, at this time, to call 
brief attention to it as a disease in and of itself, in order to elicit 
discussion, and thereby enlarge our ideas. 

The constipation habit is certainly a perversion of an important 
function, and 1s often productive of great harm and suffering. The 
normal act of ‘defecation, as a rule, occurs regularly once every 
twenty-four hours, and with a majority in the early part of the 
day, before or soon after breakfast. In health the call to evacuate 
the bowels is a peculiar sensation that cannot be misunderstood. 
If not heeded it may soon cease, and the call not return for an in- 
definite length of time. Immediately preceding this sensation is 
‘the peristaltic contraction of the sigmoid flexure which ejects its 
contents into the rectum, from which arises the warning and call 
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for voluntary muscular assistance, that is so often unheeded or put 
off to a more convenient season. But the rectum must be relieved, 
and if not in the natural way then anti-peristaltic action takes 
place and the load is sent back whence it came,a burden and 
clog, blunting that delicate sense of the bowels. 

Women, I think, neglect this function more than men. This is 
often from a false sense of modesty, their natural delicacy leading 
them to endure while away from home traveling or in society, 
rather than to withdraw, with eyes upon them, to a strange shrine 
devoted to cloacina. Even at their own homes, where there is a 
lack of modern conveniences, the inclemency of the weather, 
the exposure to cold and the foul breath of the privy vault, cause 
so much dread of the simple act of defecation as to lead them to 
procrastinate, to the utter demoralization of the normal defecative 
act. I have no doubt that the trammels of fashionable clothing 
also interfere to some extent. The considerable straining which. 
is sometimes required to complete the act may be unattainable, 
from the clothing limiting too much the action of the diaphragm 
~ and abdominal muscles. 

Sedentary habits which deprive the bowels of the gentle stim-- 
ulus of exercise is one cause of constipation; and when to seden- 
tary habits is added position or posture which cramps and crowds. 
the bowels, as is the case with the shoemaker, habitual constipa- 
tion is almost sure to follow. , ; 

The abuse of cathartics is a fruitful cause to induce and confirm 
this habit. What with the anti-constipation pills, wafers and pel- 
lets flooding the land to dredge the Jrime vie on the first indica- 
tion of its filling up, or to be used from the fear that it will fill up,. 
it is a wonder that nature’s cloaca is maintained at all. 

Errors of diet, though not mentioned first, are not least in caus- 
ing this habit, which is, perhaps, more prevalent in this country’ 
than in any other; and some one has said that it is because we eat 
too little soup. Water, as a solvent and a diluent, acts in the ali- 
mentary canal a very important part, and soup-eating should cer- 
tainly be encouraged in order to counteract the tendency to take 
our food too solid, and to favor the fecal current. 

Whatever line of diet we are in the habit of taking, and the- 
bowels are normal, if we make a sudden or marked change in our 
diet, it is often attended by bowel disturbances in one way or the 
other. I have been in a position to observe a great many persons. 
who have made sudden changes, particularly from a mixed, gen-- 
erous diet to a vegetarian diet, which, from its bulky nature, im- 
poses more work on the bowels than they are used to, often be- 
yond their working capacity, and the result would often be acute: 
constipation. The next step, then, was to use the much-abused 
water enema, which to the overworked bowels seemed a God- 
send, but, by frequent repetition, proved a blight to their work,. 
making them a sluggard in the human economy. 

I give one case to illustrate: 

Mr. S. had been a vegetarian for five years or more, and had 
adopted two meals a day. He was in fair general health for one 
of such habits, but his great difficulty was no natural action of the: 
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bowels, which had existed for the last five years. His sole reli- 
ance for a movement was the coarse food and water enemata, 
which he had come to take regularly. 

He consulted me ostensibly for hemorrhoids, which he said the . 
doctor who had treated him told him he had had, and who ex- 
pected to operate on him. On making a thorough exploration of 
the rectum, I was not surprised to find no hemorrhoids, for he 
gave no symptoms of any. I found, however, a very large, pouch- 
shaped rectum, with flabby, relaxed and attenuated walls, which I 
attributed to the protracted use of the water enemata. 

I changed his diet, stopped the enemas, gave him three meals a 
day, had him drink four or five goblets of water per day, and had 
him inject, on retiring, one-third of a cup of cold water to be re- 
tained. Ordered daily massage and kneading of the bowels, with 
a mild faradisation of the same; also, ten drops of fid. ext. casc. 
sag. four times a day. In four weeks time he had natural stools, 
without the use of medicine or treatment of any kind. 

A too concentrated diet may cause this habit, but I have ob- 
served no danger in this direction. A variable appetite which 
makes extremes in quantity and quality of food is sometimes a 
cause, but, as this would lead us to discussion not intended at this 
time, we desist. I have often observed that a long journey by rail 
will produce a severe constipation, and have wondered if the con- 
stant jarring of the cars his anything to do with it. 

The more difficult a disease is to treat successfully, the longer 
the list of remedies employed; and, judging from the length of the 
list in this case, one would be almost discouraged from attempting 
a cure. 

Yet, with clear ideas of causes, the indications for treatment are 
simple; and, with the hearty co-operation of the patient, the phy- . 
sician may feel quite certain of gaining, sooner or later, the desired 
result. 

The following I give as a general outline of the treatment, 
which, of course, must be varied somewhat according to the spe- 
cial indications of each case: 

Regulate the diet, having three meals per day of palatable, nu- 
tritious food, not too bulky or too concentrated. Have soup at 
one meal each day. 

On rising, at least an hour before breakfast, drink one or two 
large goblets of water. If stomach is weak and inclined to chronic 
gastritis, I order the water to be drank hot. Twenty or thirty min- 
utes following the water, give the bowels a thorough kneading for 
ten minutes: then, assuming erect position, with arms above the 
head and left foot on a line with the right and placed in front of 
it, bend forward till the knuckles of the closed hands touch the 
floor, then back to the first position, repeating this five or six 
times; then, reversing the position ot the feet, repeat the move- 
ments. This is an excellent exercise for the abdominal muscles 
and an inactive liver. 

At night, also, before retiring, drink a goblet of water, and if 
there are indications of dryness of lower bowels, I use an enema 
of one-third to one-half cup of water, to be retained. 





248 SOUTHERN MEpiIcaL REcorp. 


Flushing the sewer may be a good practice with some, making 
the stomach the flooding tank; but we must use ‘great care not to 
interfere with digestion. 

When it is available, I often order a fifteen minutes’ daily appli- 
cation of electricity to the abdomen, using the Faradic current. 

If any medicine is demanded, the first on the list is cascara sa- 
grada. I think it is an excellent “ peristaltic persuader.” It ren- 
ders, in my hands, the most efficient service in small and repeated 
doses. 

I impress it upon my patients to make it a daily practice to go 
to stool at a regular hour, to induce, if possible. by voluntary mus- 
cular effort, a movement, remembering that this measure alone, if 
persisted in, will oftentimes overcome this deplorable habit. Per- 
haps the best time of the day for this is soon after breakfast. Pa- 
tient continuation in this line of treatment will do a great deal to 
dispel this dete noir of medical practice.—Detrott Lancet. 





LOCAL ANESTHESIA. 
By A. Morcan Vance, M.D. 


I desire to briefly call your attention to the use of local anesthe- 
sia as a substitute for general anesthesia in many of the minor, 
and a few of the major operations in surgery: 

So far as I can learn, the use of local anesthesia has been very 
unsatisfactory in the hands of many surgeons, and has fallen into 
disuse. For several months I have used it in all the smaller oper- 
ations with the greatest satisfaction, and believe that failures here- 
tofore are due to the fact that the attempt has been to completely 
freeze the tissues, hoping to gain sufficient anesthesia at the out- 
set to last through the cutting operation. The difficulty being that 
frozen flesh is hard to cut, and about the time one gets to work 
the anesthesia has departed, or is deep enough only to permit 
very superficial incision. 

I have found ether the most suitable agent, the old method with 
ice and salt having the objection mentioned, that is, that one is 
compelled to completely freeze the part. Rhigoline is more vola- 
tile than ether, but is much more inflammable. The method of 
applying the ether spray is the secret of success. The atomizer 
with two bulbs is better than the ordinary instrument with one, as 
with the former the spray is constant. The assistant manipulating 
the spray must understand the different steps of the operation, es- 
pecially if it be complicated. The spray is thrown on the part 
for only a moment, when the knife can be used, continuing the 
spray at intervals or constantly in the incisions, thus making the 
superficial anesthesia precede the knife to any desired depth, no 
pain being felt. The ether seems to have a hemostatic effect also, 
as less blood is noticed than in ordinary cases. The healing pro- 
cess goes on as well as usual, no retardation or other bad effect 
being noticed in my cases. I have done tenotomies under its in- 
fluence on limbs affected with infantile paralysis, in which the cir- 
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culation was very poor, without sloughing or other trouble. I i 
have done many tenotomies in adults and children, the patient ex- ; 
periencing absolutely no pain. ” 

I assisted Dr. Cheatham in the removal of an eye, iu case of a a 
man of forty-five, who suffered little or no pain. Another case 4 
with the same physician, in which tracheotomy was performed | 
upon a man of fifty, with little complaint. 

At the City Hospital clinic a fibrous tumor as large as an orange 
was removed from a man’s sacrum, the incision being six or eight 
inches long, with prolonged dissection on the sides of the growth. 
This patient did not feel the knife, but complained of the ether 
running down over the anus and burning severely. This could 
be avoided in similar cases by using oil about the mucous orifice. 

In a circumcision on an adult, recently performed, no pain from 
the knife was felt, but the same burning was complained of about 
the fundament. 

In tapping the abdomen, hydroceles, abscesses, or any cases in 
which the trocar or aspirator is used, the pain is rendered zz/ bya 
moment’s spraying over the point. In one case, the removal of a 
fibrous tumor from the dorsum of the foot, the dissection was so 
prolonged that the ether gave out and chloroform had to be given. 
The cutting done under the local anesthesia was painless, and the 
lady, a physician’s wife, never tires of praising the spray, saying 
if she had a bone felon she would ride a hundred miles to have it 
opened under its influence. 

In closing. I would ask, that in view of the dangers we know 
to attend the use of chloroform and ether as general anesthetics, 
is it not our duty to substitute, whenever we can, a safer proce- 
dure, if thereby we can secure the same results? I am convinced 
that in a number of cases in which we now consider general an- 
zsthesia absolutely necessary, the work could be, and should be 
done under the influence of local refrigeration. Herniotomy, liga- 
tion of vessels, amputation of fingers and toes may be pertormed, 
or, as I have shown, an eye can be removed or a tracheotomy done 
without difficulty —Loursville Med. News. 












































HOW TO SECURE GOOD DENTAL ORGANS AND 
PRESERVE THEM FROM DECAY, PRE- 
VENT RICKETS, HIP DISEASE, ETC. 






By H. E. Dennett, D.D.S., Boston. 







It is conceded that dental decay is the dissolving away of lime 
salts by vitiated secretions. This is not due so much to a want of 
cleanliness of the mouth as is generally supposed. It is not true 
that “A clean tooth never decays.” One may devote twelve hours 
out of the twenty-four to the ablution of the mouth and fail to 
prevent decay of the teeth, so long as Nature’s dietic laws are vi- 
olated. Acid will dissolve lime whenever the two meet. Acid 
saliva may be expected tv follow an excessive use of acids, or of 
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those elements which are capable of being converted into acids, or 
from a deficiency of the oppesite elements. 

Perfect health includes a perfect set of teeth. The teeth are lit- 
tle indicators that denote by their condition that of the whole sys- 
tem, just as a thermometer indicates thermal changes. 

Stripped of all mystery, the rule for health so far as. food is con- 
cerned is simplicity itself. Nature has given to every one an appe- 
tite which, in its normal condition, may be relied upon to make a 
proper choice of foods. Select, then, the food for which the appe- 
tite calls, containing all its natural elements, and Nature will take 
care of the results. Dental development in man is discernabie as 
early as the seventh week of intra-uterine life, hence the import- 
ance of a strictly correct diet from the first, if mothers desire to give 
birth to children who may have perfectly formed teeth. The lime 
from her teeth will be dissolved, taken into the circulation and ap- 
propriated by the offspring. As a consequence, the mother who 
passes through the periods of gestation and lactation without a 
sufficient amount of bone and tooth element in her food will suffer 
from loss of teeth, neuralgia, rheumatism, and other diseases which 
result from an impoverished state of a system drained to its ut- 
most. Excepting civilized man, all flesh-eating animals take as 
much of the bone with the flesh they consume as they can break 
with their teeth sufficiently fine to swallow, and all have good 
dental organs. Take from any carnivorous animals their supply of 
bone which Nature furnishes with the flesh and dental decay will 
be the inevitable result. Several years ago the lions in the Zoolog- 
ical Gardens of London were fed upon the thighs of horses which 
were too large for them to break and eat. As a consequence their 
young were born with cleft palates and died. Subsequently they 
were fed upon deer and other small-boned animals, and their young 
were born with perfectly formed palates and lived. Veterinary 
surgeons have long known that certain diseases of their dumb pa- 
tients can only be successfully treated by feeding them with bone 
meal.. A dam too aristocratic to gnaw bones gave birth to succes- 
sive litters of rickety pups; but after eating food which contained 
a liberal supply of bone meal, she produced perfectly healthy ones, 
and by the same sire. Arguments in favor of eating bone to pre- 
vent the decay of the teeth, as well as to cure a long catalogue of 
bone and kindred diseases might be continued indefinitely; but as 
“4. word to the wise is sufficient,” it seems only nec:ssary to add 
that a long and continued experiment has been made upon a tam- 
ily with most satisfactory results. The bones used were selected 
from perfectly healthy animals, none being accepted that bore the 
slightest blemish, carefully cured without being allowed to pass 
through any perceptible chemical changes, finely granulated and 
incorporated into soups, gravies, bread, etc., in the proportion of 
from one to three spoonfuls to each pint of gravy, soup or flour. 
The relative proportion of nutritive elements in one hundred parts 
of different kinds of animal food have been found as follows: 
beef 26, mutton 29, pork 24, chicken 27, milk 7, bone 51.—Amer. 
Four. of Pharmacy. 
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REVIEW OF THE. PROGRESS OF MEDICAL AND 
SURGICAL ELECTRICITY. | 


‘By WitxiiaM R. D. BLackwoop, M.D., 


Electrician and Neurologist to the Presbyterian Hospital, Physician to St. Mary’s 
Hospital, ete. 


Galvanism has been successfully used in destroying the Dracun- 


culus, or Guinea-worm, a terrible African pest. The worms, if 


broken off in extracting them, produce great irritation and slough- 
ing, death resulting not unfrequently; but several cases are re- 
ported in the British Medical Journal, in which, galvanism being 
applied during traction on the worm, it came away entire. 
Cutaneous faradization is recommended by Rumpf in progres- 
sive locomotor ataxia where the initial symptom is atrophy of the 
optic nerve; but the writer has never had good effects from fara- 
dism in ataxia of any kind, so far as durable results are concerned. 
Thompson, of Indianapolis, reports in The Archives of Ophthal- 
mology, vol. xii, p. 183, an interesting case of cystic orbital tumor 
treated by electrolysis. The tumor protruded downward and out- 
ward from tendo oculi behind the upper eyelid, and the motion of 
the eye was very limited; vision, 9. A trocar and canula being 


introduced, 3 iij of dark fluid were removed. The positive was 
connected with the canula, the negative applied over the temple 
of the same side, and a stabile current from a Stohrer of twenty 
cells passed for several minutes. Considerable inflammation oc- 
curred, and persisted for several days, but the cyst was destroyed, 
and in a month vision had risen to twenty thirtieths. 

Neftel has returned to electrolysis in treating malignant tumors, 
destroying them at a single operation. A platinum anode is. 
plunged perpendicularly into the tumor down to its presumed 
point of implantation, and from three to five cathodes placed on 
the periphery of the tumor. The current is then closed and rap- 
idly carried to its greatest power (thirty to sixty elements). The 
position of the cathodes is changed about every five minutes, so as. 
to cover every part of the tumor. The operation lasts about an 
hour. The tumor becomes livid, gray and, finally, black. There 
_is a very slight general and local reaction. In two or three days 
the part operated upon becomes cold, and, after some discharge, 
finally comes away ex bloc, leaving a denuded surface, which is 
soon covered by healthy granulations. Neftel has also treated 
benign tumors by this method, though they do not require such 
energetic treatment as those of the malignant type. The conclu- 
sions which he draws are: 

1. Electrolysis is an antiseptic method, and as such may be com- 
bined with the ordinary methods of operation. 

2. It is preferable to any other method in the treatment of ma- 
lignant tumors. 

3. Malignant tumors should be entirely destroyed by the opera- 
tion, and at a single seance. In benign tumors it is sufficient to 
establish a retrograde metamorphosis.— Virchow’s Archiv. 
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GALVANIZATION OF THE BRAIN, AND ITS VALUE IN THE 
TREATMENT OF CHOREA.—Charles L. Dana, M.D., details the 
effects of passing a galvanic current through the healthy human 
brain, the manner in which these effects are brought about, and 
gives the notes of eight cases of chorea, occurring in patients 
ranging in age from eight to fifteen years, treated more or less 
systematically by cerebral galvanization. 

The average duration of the treatment was twenty-five days, of 
the symptoms thirty-four days, against six and eight weeks in 
thirty other cases, treated chiefly by arsenic. Dr. Dana, however, 
does not base his belief in the efficacy of electricity so much upon 
the statistics of duration as upon the fact—which occurred too fre- 
quently for mere coincidence—that evident improvement in the 
symptoms followed each seance, and continued for twenty-four 
or thirty-six hours. 

What is claimed for “anodal galvanization” is that it is a most 
valuable adjunct in the treatment of chorea; that, if employed 
daily for a week or ten days, either with or without the simulta- 
neous administration of arsenic, it materially shortens the duration 
of the majority of attacks occurring in children. 

It is to be applied in the following way. <A large sponge elec- 
trode of flexible brass, two by four inches, is thoroughly moist- 
ened with salt water. The hair of the patient is also thoroughly 
wetted, and the electrode applied over the side of the head above 
the ear. In hemi-chorea it need only be applied over the side op- 
posite to the one affected. The other electrode is placed in the 
hand of the affected side. The electrode upon the scalp is made 
positive, and a stabile current of from three to six Stohrer’s, or 
four to eight Danieli’s cells, is passed from three to six minutes. 


In BasEpow’s DisEASE.—Dr. Chvostek recommends (Cen- 
tralbl. tur Klin. Med.) the following method: 

1. The ascending constant current applied to the cervical sym- 
pathetic on each side for, at the most, one minute. 

2. The same to the spinal cord (the anode at about the fifth dor- 
‘sal spine, the cathode high up in the cervical region). 

3. Through the occiput (one pole at each mastoid process), and 
in certain cases also through the temples, a constant current for, at 
the longest, one minute, and so weak that the patient can feel but 
the slightest sensation of burning. Sometimes, also, local-galvan- 
ization of the thyroid gland with a weak constant current for 
about four minutes, the current to be reversed at the end of each 
minute. The application should be made every day. 


ELectricity As A GALACTAGOGUE.—M. E. Labbee ( Union 
Medicale) calls attention to the value of electricity as an adjuvant 
to other means for establishing or restoring the secretion of milk 
in puerperal women. When the secretion is absent or scanty, or 
when it has been suppressed from any cause, in addition to other 
modes of treatment (suction of the nipple, poultices of leaves of 
the Ricinus communis, etc.), it is well worth while to employ a 
weak current of electricity. The mammary gland is to be gently 
compressed between two electrodes consisting of moistened 
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sponges. A mild current passed twice a day, for trom ten to fif- 
teen minutes at a time, will materially increase the functional ac- 
tivity of the gland. [The efficacy of static electricity in this direc- 
tion has been reported in the Times by the writer, and confirmed 
by further observation in many cases. ] 


ELECTRICITY IN AURAL PracticE.—In nervous weakness, 
McBride, in “Clinical Notes on Ear- Disease,” Archives of Otolo- 
gy, vol. xii, Nos. 3 and 4, reports’ success in several severe cases 
from induction-currents applied to either tragus, without any other 
treatment. 

Dr. H. L. Morse reports his observation of cases of tinnitus au- 
rium treated in Vienna. Galvanism was employed—the anode to 
the tragus, the cathode to the neck or other indifferent point. 
Weak currents were used in beginning, and these were gradually 
increased until sharp, stabbing sensations were experienced, the 
force being thereupon reduced slowly to zero. The dull, aching 
pain associated with many such cases was generally relieved 
promptly; often it was radically cured. If galvanism failed, far- 
adic treatment usually was successful. 

Electricity has also been extolled by Urbantschitsch in otalgia 
as valuable in relieving pain generally, without reference to the 
ultimate cause. 

In the common earache of children, the writer has found gal- 
vanism successful after failure of chloroform-vapor, atropia and 
the ordinary methods employed.—Med. Times. 





DIARRH@A IN CHILDREN. 


By THEOPHILUS Parvin, M.D., 


Professor of Obstetrics and Diseases of Women and Children in Jefferson Medical 
College. Reported by William H. Morrison, M.D., for the Archives of Pedi- 
atrics, April 15th, 1884. 





GENTLEMEN: The two cases first presented this morning illus- 
trate a common affection, one that you will be often called to treat, 
diarrhoea in infants and in children after the usual time of wean- 
ing. Here is an infant six months old, pale, its face showing that 
it suffers, and while the child is not positively emaciated it is far 
from being as plump and well nourished as it should be. It is now 
six months old. Its mother died but a week or two after its birth, 
and since then it has been cared for by its grandmother, who 
brings it here. It has been brought up solely upon artificial food. 
Various kinds of food have been tried, and condensed milk finally 
adopted, as apparently the least injurious. Yet the condensed 
milk is far from being a good food in this case, since the child has 
at least twelve operations from the bowels every twenty-four 
hours, and, moreover, the operations cause a great deal of strain- 
ing and pain; further, the grandmother tells us that after the strain- 
ing a reddish lump appears: that is a prolapse of the rectum or, 
rather, of its mucous membrane, an affection which is not uncom- 
mon, while the former is exceedingly rare. The stools are not pe- 
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culiarly offensive in odor, contain no blood, slime or mucus, and in 
color they are yellowish and green. Further, an examination of 
the buttocks and groins shows a violent erythema occupying these 
parts. The grandmother tells us that this has been present since 
the child was three weeks old, and every time the child urinates 
or has a stool, it cries with the suffering caused by the contact of 
these discharges with the raw, inflamed surfaces. 

You at once see that neither as to frequency nor as to color are 
the discharges from the bowels normal. Such discharges should 
not occur oftener than two or three times in the twenty-four hours, 
and they ought to be of a light yellow color. Let me urge upon 
you the importance, in treating these diarrheeal affections of chil- 
dren, of knowing not only the actual number of discharges in a 
day, but also of seeing for yourselves, observing their quantity, 
consistence and color. 

Now, in the treatment of this patient, the first thing is a com- 
plete change of diet. Let the condensed milk be abandoned, and 
let the child have, instead, cow’s milk, diluted with one-third of 
an equal quantity of gum-arabic water, gelatine water, or albu- 
men water. When the diarrheea is better, barley water may be 
used for the diluent. As I have had occasion to say to you before, 
to dilute cow’s milk with water is one of the worst of .practices 
in infant feeding, for by such great reduction of the nutritive 
properties of the milk a double quantity of fluid must be taken, 
and thus indigestion from overloading the stomach or from too 
frequent feeding. Let me say still further as to artificial food for 
infants: It is impossible to say, in a given case, that one or that 
another kind of food will prove best. Have as admirable theories 
as you please in the selection and combination of ingredients, the 
final test is in experiment, and the experiment sometimes sets at 
naught the wisest, most scientific theories. Therefore, when you 
are directing the sort of diet an infant is to have, you are simply 
trying an experiment, and if the experiment is a failure don’t per- 
severe in it—do not try vainly to compel facts to correspond with 
your theories, but yield obedience to the facts, and try another ex- 
periment. 

Now, as to the nature of the diarrheea, it is simply an intestinal 
catarrh, not an inflammation, from which this child is suffering. 
Its chief, if not the sole cause, is the food that is given—not that 
such food may not prove best in some other children, but that it 
does not agree with this child, and food appropriate to its wants 
will improve, if not cure, the diarrhea. The stools, when first 
passed, you remember, are partly green, and in the medicinal 
treatment of such case it is well to include antacids. If the stools 
become green after exposure to the air, no such indication in the 
treatment would be presented. I think it would be well, for the 
first few days, to give this infant an occasional dose of subnitrate 
of bismuth, prepared chalk and opium—about the thirtieth of a 
grain of the last, and two or three grains of each of the other in- 
gredients. What shall be done for the erythema? Perfect clean- 
liness of the parts is of first importance, soiled napkins to be 
promptly removed, and none but perfectly clean ones applied in 
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their place; then careful bathing and drying, after which thor- 
oughly dust the surface with lycopodium. Do not use starch for 
this purpose, as it is liable to form, with the moisture that exudes 
from raw surfaces, hardened masses and cakes, which are irritat- 
ing, and are not easily removed; but, if you choose, you may mix 
the lycopodium with an equal quantity of oxide of zinc; some- 
times, by the way, an ointment of oxide of zinc proves better than 
any powder, applied to the surface. What is to be done for the 
rectal prolapse? With less frequent operations, the liability to 
this accident is lessened; but when it occurs, let the tumor be 
bathed in cold water, and then have the child kept upon its back, 
if possible, for a short time, the thighs being kept close together. 
In case of paralysis of the anal sphincter, cold astringent injec- 
tions will prove useful, and its persistence in spite of these may 
be met by injections of warm water containing one drop of tinc- 
ture of nux vomica and five drops of the fluid extract of ergot, 
one or two each day. A recent and very good recommendation 
for the tenesmus that frequently is a prominent symptom in this 
rectal prolapse, made by Dr. Droixhe—Journal d’ Accouchements, 
January, 1884—is the introduction of a suppository composed of 
iodoform. 

The second child now presented to you is twenty-three months 
old, and since it was fifteen months old it has been taking, accord- 
ing to its mother’s statement, ‘* Table-food,” and that means that it 
has been taking a great deal that it ought not to have had. You 
will so often, when asking after the diet of even a younger child, 
have the answer, “Pretty much everythlng that is going,” that 
one wonders, not that so many infants die, but that so many live, 
when parents set them to digging their graves with their teeth, 
sometimes, indeed, with their gums. You may judge that there is 
not the most remarkable wisdom manifested in feeding this child, 
for it can neither be charmed into silence by your faces or by my 
speech, but it is by munching a piece of pie, an article of food 
which is often to be credited with causing indigestion in adult 
stomachs, and which few men and women can eat with freedom 
and impunity. Fortwo months the child has had diarrheea, the 
evacuations sometimes being as frequent as eighteen in twenty- 
four hours; these are of a brownish color, contain no hard lumps, 
nor mucus or blood, and there is no prolapse of the bowel result- 
ing from them. Further, this child has had fever occurring every 
other night, and for this quinine has been successfully given. 
There is a history of tuberculous disease in some of the near rela- 
tives, though not in any of the immediate ancestors. One of these 
relatives was brought to the dispensary suffering, it was thought, 
with entero-mesenteric tuberculosis, and, therefore, there is more 
anxiety as to this child. 

The child’s complexion is not clear, but that may be attributed 
to the malarial poisoning. Its countenance does not show the 
suffering which is often a marked characteristic of chronic tuber- 
culous disease; nor are the discharges from the bowels such as oc- 
curin this disease: they are not yellow or grayish fluids mixed with 
lumpy masses and portions of undigested food. The conclusive 
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evidence of tuberculous enteritis would be detected by the touch 
of the enlarged mesenteric glands. The point where you seek 
these is in the middle of the abdomen and below the umbilicus, 
Bouchut has called attention to the fact that fecal masses, scybala, 
may be mistaken for enlarged mesenteric glands, but the former 
are found at the sides, especially at the sigmoid flexure, while the 
latter have, as above stated, a median position. 

In the treatment of this patient the first thing is to insist upon 
no more solid food, especially pie, being permitted. Let the child 
have a liquid diet, such as milk and the lighter animal broths, a 
daily bath and protection from cold by suitable clothing, and 
avoidance of exposure will be directed. The quinine will be con- 
tinued, to guard against a return of the malarial attacks, and also 
as a useful tonic, and for the diarrheea the officinal chalk mixture 
in a dessertspoonful dose, a little tincture of krameria and the cam- 
phorated tincture of opium being added to each dose, will be di- 
rected.— Maryland Med. Journal. 





A CASE OF CONCEPTION WITHOUT INTROMISSION. 


By Epwarp Cass, M.D., or DRESDEN, OHIo. 


In the Reporter for March 1, 1884, is an extract from the Gazz. 
degli Ospital, October 24, 1883, by Resconi, discussing the subject 


of conception. The author combats the old opinion that “sperm- 
atozoa can make their way into the uterine cavity, if they have 
already been abandoned only in the vagina. Pallen, Fraer, Ron- 
get and Kolbert have all shown the falsity of such doctrine. Ex- 
periments on the dead body are then related, which seemed to put 
beyond a doubt that semen can enter the uterus only at the time of 
coition.” I have a case to relate that will put beyond a doubt, in 
practical minds, that conception Aas taken place where it was im- 
possible for the semen to be thrown into the cavity of the uterus. 
More than a year ago I was called to see a lady in her accouche- 
ment, and, on making digital examination, I found about two inches 
and a half within the vaginal canal a firm, unyielding band or cur- 
tain, entirely grown across the canal. On the pubic side of this 
curtain was a small orifice through which I could not introduce 
the end of my little finger. Through this small foramen must 
have drained the catamenia. It was her third confinement. Her 
testimony was this: Some time after the second child was born, 
she discovered this obstruction in the vaginal canal, and spoke of 
it to her husband before he had intercourse with her. She was 
delighted with the discovery, for she thought the obstruction 
would be an unfailing measure to prevent child-bearing. Some 
inflammatory action had taken place after confinement, and closed 
the canal as I found it. By force the band was ruptured, and the 
labor completed. It required considerable force to rupture the sep- 
tum. Here, then, is an instance where it was impossible during 
sexual congress to inject the seminal fluid into the uterine cavity. 

Here is a fact—a truth. Here is an accidentally discovered 
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theorem that demonstrates the possibility thet the uterus may be 
impregnated when the ‘‘spermatozoa have been abandoned only 
in the vagina.” The American medical professors, in their docil- 
ity to European speculative teachings, are peculiarly credulous. 
Since I have made this narrated discovery, I have doubt that the 
seminal fluid is almost never thrown into the uterine cavity. This 
unyielding curtain had no power to dilate the small orifice that 
speculators claim for the mcuth of the uterus. The corollary is 
plain, without a doubt, that spermatozoa’ were, in this case, aban- 
doned quite a distance from the mouth of the uterus. It may be 
that Pallen, Fraer and Kolbert, e¢ a7, would take this case tu be 
an exceptional one to the rule, that the spermatozoa in the Ameri- 
cans are possessed of greater energy to surmount difficulties than 
those of other countries—and take into consideration that this oc- 
curred in Ohio, too, where we find the most determined, enter- 
prising and aggressive of the race. If this could be copied into 
every European journal, it might be a cause for them to reflect and 
revolutionize a little speculative theory —Med. and Surg. Rep. 






















ON REDUCTION OF DISLOCATIONS BY 
MANIPULATION. 








By M.M. Louis Hutcuinson, L.R.C.S.1L, etc., CHicaco. 






I would wish to invite your attention to the reduction of dislo- 
cations by manipulation, in the hope that others, becoming inter- 
ested in the matter, might assist us by their information and expe- 
rience. When we consider that it is the most scientific method of 
procedure, inasmuch as for its skillful and successful application it 
entails a knowledge of anatomy and mechanics; and that it pos- 
sesses the advantages of being easily applied without distress to 
the patient, and with such little exertion on the part of the sur- 
geon that he can usually dispense with any assistance, and that, 
moreover, in the event of its failure the other methods can be tried 
immediately after. Surely it is a subject worthy of more atten- 
tion than it would seem to receive at present. It is seldom made 
the theme of a lecture, clinical or other; the text-books award it 
only a fleeting notice, and consequently the student devotes little 
study to it, as being a subject of no importance, and the average 
practitioner ignores it altogether, and has at once recourse to one 
of the forcible methods. I do not presume to disparage these 
methods, as I know full well that there are cases where they alone 
are successful; but I venture to submit that in the majority of re- 
cent simple dislocations—especially at the hip and shoulder-joints 
—manipulation should first get a fair trial. Occasionally, the flex- 
ions, rotations, etc., that have been described by surgeons, will not . 
suffice, and then the surgeon must try other movements, impossi- 
ble to clearly describe, but which will invariably suggest them- 
selves to his intelligence—the manceuvres of French surgeons— 
and by these means he will seldom fail to obtain success. 

When a student, I was first attracted by the facilities and ad- 
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vantages of this procedure, and in my own practice I have ob- 
tained the most satisfactory results from it. With your permission, 
I shall briefly describe my last case. 

Wright, wagon-driver, aged thirty-five, suffered from a re- 
cent subcoracoid dislocation at the right shoulder-joint, He had 
had six previous experiences of this dislocation, it occurring with 
him from the slightest cause. In every case it had been reduced 
after considerable difficulty by the heel-in-axilla or other of these 
methods, and he complained that the force employed in these ef- 
forts was such that he always suffered a long time from its effects. 
I placed him in the dorsal recumbent position, and standing a lit- 
tle behind and to his right side, I’ placed my left hand on his 
shoulder, with the fingers behind and the thumb in front—this 
enabling me at once to steady the part and to feel and guide the 
head of the displaced humerus—which in all such dislocations can 
be distinctly felt beneath the coracoid process. I next, with my 
right hand, seized his arm by the wrist in the extended position, * 

this affording me the greatest leverage, and raised it in the line of 
his body to an angle of ‘about 90°; then semi-rotating outwords, I 
made the very slightest extension, and the bone glided at once into 
place. I bandaged the arm to his side, gave the usual directions, 
and ina fortnight the man had resumed his occupation, quite 
well, thus showing that a more speedy and complete recovery fol- 

lows the reduction of dislocations by manipulation.—/our. Amer. 

Med. Association. 





THE LAW CASE OF DRS. BOWER AND KEATES. 


The legal case of Drs. Bower and Keates, which has excited so 
much interest throughout the medical profession in England, has 
come to a happy termination by a verdict in favor of the defend- 
ants. The facts of the case are these: Drs. Bower and Keates, in 
professional attendance upon a case of diphtheria in a child, found 
it necessary to perform tracheotomy and to introduce a tube. The 
father of the child brought action on the ground of alleged negli- 
gence of the two medical attendants, who told him to suck the 
tracheotomy tube when it was first inserted, without warning him 
of the danger of infection. The case was tried by the Lord-Chief 
Justice, who emphatically expressed the opinion that the medical. 
men were quite justified in asking the father to suck the tube. The 
jury also expressed this opinion and returned a verdict for the de- 
fendants. 

The case is of real interest, as showing the sentiments of the 
medical profession of mr deer in reference to an appeal to defray 
the heavy legal expenses to which these physicians were subjected. 
An appeal was made for funds, and the response was so prompt 
and liberal that, within three weeks the honorary secretaries in 
charge of the fund were forced’ to cry, “Hold! enough.” The 
case is also memorable on account of its legal importance and its 
results to legal medicine —Maryland Medical Fournal. 
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ABSTRACTS AND GLEANINGS. 


Retained Placenta.—The following instructive case was pre- 
sented by Dr. T. R. Trotter to the last meeting of the Mississippi 
State Medical Association: 

' “T was called to see Mrs. B., Feb. 19th, and, upon inquiry, ob- 
tained the following history: She was about six and a half months 
advanced in pregnancy, and had aborted about eight days prior to 
my visit. The. midwife who attended her failed to remove the 
placenta, assuring the family that it would pass off without any 
trouble. I learned that:she had complained of great distress in 
the back and hypogastric region, and had more or less fever. The 
family, however, were resting easy, under the delusion that every- 
thing would be right in a few days, and failed to appreciate, until 
the morning of my visit, the great danger to which she was ex- 
posed. Upon attempfing to arise from her bed, she was taken with 
a terrible flooding. I was at once sent for, seven miles, and when 
I arrived found her very restless, pulse almost imperceptible, ex- 
tremities cold, and the whole surface bathed in a cold, clammy per- 
spiration, a continuous flow of blood from the vagina, eyes sunken, 
and the whole countenance denoting the greatest anxiety. 

I gave her at once brandy, and had her rubbed with dry mus- 
tard, and gave her a large dose of ergot, and attempted to intro- 
duce my hand into the uterine cavity to remove the placenta; this 
I failed to do, on account of its contracted condition. I, however, 
succeeded in introducing the index finger, and proceeded, as cau- 
tiously as possible, to remove a portion of the placenta; the re- 
mainder I could not remove because the finger could not be passed 
around it. The flooding moderated at once, but she was pale as a 
corpse, and passed from one fainting spell into another for sev- 
eral hours, notwithstanding the frequent administration of brandy, 
chicken tea, etc. In eight or ten hours she was seized with a se- 
vere rigor, great thirst, restlessness, insomnia, and a small, rapid 
pulse, and complained of soreness and pain in the region of the 
womb and intense pain in the back, so much so that she could re- 
main in one position but a few moments. I gave her enemas of 
laudanum for the restlessness and pain, and spirits of nitre and 
gelseminum for the tebrile stage. As soon as the sweating stage 
set in, I gave quinine, iron and arom. sulph. acid. I continued this 
treatment about six days. After that I gave quinine, ifon and nu- 
tritious diet. I used, from the beginning, flannels wrung out of 
hot. water, vinegar and laudanum, alternated with hot turpentine 
stupes to her bowels, frequently injecting the vagina with a solu- 
tion of chlorinated soda. 

The discharges per vaginam were very offensive, her tongue 
was very dry and red, and great tympanites and dysuria. To re- 
lieve this condition, I gave her turpentine internally and used it 
externally over the bowels, 

About the thirteenth day abscesses were observed about her an- 
kles, which, after being,opened, gave issue to very offensive, pu- 
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rulent matter. About the sixteenth day she began to show unmis- 
takable signs of improvement, and in twenty days after my first 
visit I considered her out of danger. 

This was certainly a very unpromising case, the immense loss of 
blood, followed by the long continued putrid discharge, toxemic 
fever, with its small, thready pulse, great prostration, tympanites, 
dysuria, and the putrid abscesses, presenting an array of complica- 
tions sufficient to discourage the most sanguine. 

I have reported this case to show what dire calamities ignorance 
or carelessness on the part of an accoucheur may bring upon an 
unsuspecting woman, and to impress upon the minds of the young 
members of the profession the great importance of seeing that 
every portion of the placenta is removed, and that the uterus is 
well contracted before leaving the patient. 

I would not, however, advise any very prolonged or harsh meas- 
ures to remove the placenta in cases of abortion prior to the fourth 
or fifth month, as by so doing the parts may be irritated and her 
suffering much increased. When the finger cannot be passed 
around the placenta, I always plug, if I am compelled to leave. 
and request the family to let me know should anything occur of 
an alarming character. In twelve to twenty-four hours I always 
return and remove the plug, and generally find the placenta and a 
few coagula of blood to come away with it—Medical and Surgi- 


cal Fournal. 


Calomel an Instantaneous Nervous Sedative.—Dr. Hatch- 
ett (in South. Clinic) says: From a close observation of its action, 
I am more and more impressed with the belief that the remedial 
effects of calomel are often imstantaneous,; that it is a prompt and 
powerful nervous sedative, commencing its action as soon as it 
reaches the mucous membrane of the stomach. This may appear 
incredible to some, but why should it? If it acts on the nervous 
system at all, why should it not act instantaneously? We must re- 
member, it is the province of the nervous structure to convey im- 
pressions with electric speed; that it is composed of innumerable 
telegraphic filaments with their extremities ending and forming a 
complete network through the entire mucous membrane; and then 
it cannot appear so wonderful or incredible that calomel should 
instantly convey a sedative impression in cases of nervous excite- 
ment. 

About the year 1869, I was called at night to see a lad of about 
twelve years of age, who had been having convulsions continu- 
ously from ten o’clock a. m. to nine p.m. The intervals between 
the convulsions had continued to grow less until, when I arrived, 
there was hardly any interval at all. His father, meeting me at 
the door, said,“ You have come too late, doctor. My son is dying.” 
And, really, it seemed so. 

In the hope that some portion of it might reach the stomach, I 
poured a teaspoonful of dry calomel into his mouth, a good deal of 
which was blown out by his spasmodic breathing. I then mixed 
half a teaspoonful with syrup and placed it in his mouth. Within 
five minutes—I am sure it did not exceed that limit—his father 
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said, “‘ He is more quiet than he has been to-day.” <A lady friend, 
standing by, said. “ Yes, more so than I have seen him.” I sat by 
him and witnessed the gradually subsiding spasms until, after the 
lapse of thirty minutes. he sank into a composed sleep. 

I visited him the next morning. He had rested well. After a 
dose of oil, he had two moderate evacuations from the bowels. 
Without further treatment, he continued to do well, and the re- 
covery was complete. 

If that were an isolated case, I should regard it now, as I did 
then, as a coincidence—that the disease had reached its culminat- 
ing point and was on the eve of its departure, which would, prob- 
ably, have been made with equal celerity had no remedy been 
given. My subsequent experience, however, has very positively 
impressed me with the belief that, in the case related, calomel is 
fairly entitled to credit for the cure. My subsequent readings, 
also, have helped much to confirm my impressions. 


Caffein in Therapeutic Doses.—1. @affein is generally borne 
better than digitalis and, when begun in small doses, is free from 
the unpleasant effects of the latter. ; 

2. It regulates the heart, slows its rate and increases its working 
capacity. 

3. It is more or less diuretic. 

4. It is not only a substitute for digitalis, but in dangerous cases 
its effects are quicker and more certain. 

5. The administration must be commenced with a small dose, not 
more than three grains, to test the susceptibility of the patient, 
then increased to eight or ten grains. It is useless to exceed 
twenty grains. 

6. It may be used in all cases of heart disease in which digitalis 
is indicated, given with or without the latter. 

7. In pyrexia caftein seems to reduce the temperature; at any 
rate, it is very useful in such cases asa heart tonic. It is often 
very beneficial in albuminuria. ; 

g. Finally, it seems to stimulate the muscular walls of the intes- 
tine in strangulated hernia— Lyons Med—wN. E. Medical 
Monthly. : 


Placenta Previa.—Dr. John Reid reports a case of placenta 
previa in the British Medical Journal, which terminatod rather 
differently from what is generally supposed to be the rule. Having 
intentionally lacerated the placenta to some extent, with the result 
of but covering his fingers with blood, he ruptured the membranes, 
when only some blood-streaked liquor amnii escaped. Within 
three hours the labor terminated naturally. The placenta was soon 
expelled, but the uterus still felt like a large, doughy mass; but 
soon after the expulsion of about a pint of blood, firm contraction 
of the uterus resulted, and the case progressed favorably. This is 
one of the many cases which militate against Simpson’s theory of 
hemorrhage in placenta previa, and may also add some additional 
force to the objections against meddlesome midwifery.—Med. and 
Surg. Fournal. 
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The Hypodermic Injection of Piles.—The Gazette for 
April contains several answers to the query of ‘our Tennessee 
brother as to the hypodermic mode of treating piles.’ I ‘quite fully 
agree with Dr. Chase, of Geneseo, Ill, in his opinion as to why 
the carbolic acid treatment (or, more properly, the hypodermic 
treatment) has been cried down. I am not so orthodox that I 
cannot accept a good thing, regardless of from whence it came. ‘I 
watched closely the results obtained by some traveling advertising 
doctors, and am free to confess that they cured cases of piles that 
I and other M. D.’s have totally failed to cure with the old modes — 
of treatment. Well, like Mohamed, I went to the mountain, i. e., 
I bought from one of the so-called quacks—who, by the way, was 
a regular graduate from Rush College, Chicago—the secret, and 
haye not been sorry that I did ‘so. I have used it during the last 
eight years, without a failure or bad result in any of the many 
cases treated. I use carbolic acid (full strength) one part; sweet 
oil, two parts. Mix and inject into the pile tumor from one to four 
drops, according to the size of the tumor treated. I find it much 
more satisfactory to inject small quantities of the mixture, even if 
two or more injections are required into the same tumor, as the 
small injection does not cause very great soreness of the parts, as 
is the case wherein ten to twenty drops of a stronger mixture is. 
used. When using the smaller injection, I sometimes find it ne- 
cessary, after eight to ten days,'to inject the tumor the second, and 
in rare instances the third time. ' The patient attends to his usual 
occupation during treatment, which he is not able to do when the 
larger and stronger injection is used. 

The above facts will, doubtless, go a long way toward explain- 
ing why the fears of some of our physicians have been aroused. 
I think that danger from embolism can only arise, if it occur at 
all, when very large, strong injections are used. I am credibly in- 
formed that the treatment of piles, by injection of carbolic acid 
and oil, originated in the fertile brain of a doctor in the Southern 
army, during the late war, and that said doctor was a Tennesseean.. 
—Dr. Floyd Clendenen, in Ther. Gazette. 


Exit National Board of Health.—The abolition of the: Na- 
tional Board of Health, which is provided for in the sundry civil 
bill, has been foreshadowed for some months past. In faet, for 
about a year the Board has had only a nominal existence, having 
no funds for the continuance of the scientific investigations previ- 
ously forming so important a part of its functions, and its quaran- 
tine duties having been transferred to the Marine Hospital service. 
The circumstances which have led to this result have been of a 
comparatively insignificant character, but have been exaggerated 
by envious and designing persons into unpardonable offenses. 
Chief among them were: Ist, the dispute which arose between 
the Board and the Louisiana Board, and which, although the former 
has been fully justified in its course by the able defense of Dr. Ca- 
bell in the last annual report of the National Board, has neverthe- 
less had great weight; 2nd, the charge of extravagance, which 
seems to rest chiefly upon the payment of three hundred dollars 
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to a member of the Board (Dr. Verdi, a Homeopathic practitioner, 
of Washington) for an essay of eight and.a half pages, three and 
a half of which are said to have been taken from an editorial in 
the London Times; 3rd, the claim that the Board is unnecessary, 
since all its duties can be discharged by another department of the 
service already equipped and provided, and like itself, a bureau 
pendent upon the Treasury Department, viz., the Marine Hospi- 
tal Service. 

The Marine Hospital Service is, in many respects, adapted for 
the work of quarantine, but whether it can carry out this work 
efficiently in view of the duties already devolving upon it, and 
which seem to have exacted its entire resources, may be consid- 
ered doubtful. No provision seems to have been made for the 
prosecution of scientific research, which, under the Board, gave 
promise of such beneficent results to this country and to the world. 


—Maryland Med. Fournal. 


The Cholera Bacillus.—Dr. Koch has sent a seventh report 
of his work to the German minister of the interior, dated Calcutta, 
April 4. 

He says that, since his previous report, twenty more autopsies 
have been made upon victims of cholera, and that the dejections 
of eleven cholera patients have been examined. This makes the 
total number examined in India—of cadavers, forty-two; of chol- 
era patients, twenty-eight. The last cases do not furnish anything 
new, but confirm the results of previous examinations. 

Experiments are now going on with reference to the power of 
certain agents—such as sublimate, phenol, etc.—to destroy the 
cholera bacilli. These investigations are not vet completed: but it 
seems to have been established that dry heat kills the bacilli; and 
that they remain active a long time in moist media. 

As the Medical Record remarks, the most important feature of 
Koch’s last report is his account of ‘the discov ery of the bacillus in 
certain water tanks. He states that throughout India there are nu- 
merous tanks of water which the inhabitants use for washing, 
drinking and bathing. These tanks are not kept very clean, and 
latrines are often placed near them; so that they often become iri: 
fected wifh excrementitious fluids. Now, it has often been noticed 
that small epidemics of cholera are apt to surround these tanks, 
the disease affecting those who have been using the water. A cir- 
cular epidemic ot this kind was investigated by the Commission. 
It was limited exclusively to a ring of huts about the tank, and 
affected about one hundred persons. The water of the tank was 
examined. and the same bacilli were found that were seen in the 
cholera deiections. After the subsidence of the epidemic, none of 
these organisms could be found in the tank. These facts are looked 
upon as strong arguments in favor of the specific character of the 
organism which Koch has discovered.—Pof. Sci. News. 


Cannabis Indica.—Medicinally, I have cause to be thankful 
to Cannabis Indica. A relative of my own took it regularly for 
six months, with bromide of potassium, every night, with the ef- 
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fect of removing acute bodily torture and mental anguish com- 
pletely for the night. Dr. Clouston, some years ago, recommended 
large doses of cannabis with bromide of potassium in mania. 
Although I have hac no personal experience of its use in acute 
mania, in cases of melancholia. and, indeed. in all cases of mental 
depression with sleeplessness, I have found a valuable and almost 
certain ally in this drug. Half a drachm to a drachm of bromide, 
with a grain or two of the extract, or from twenty to thirty drops 
of its tincture, seldom fails in the object we have in view. It dulls 
the feelings of anxiety, relieves the depression and gives restful- 
ness, if not sleep. Hvyoscyamus may be usefully combined if 
there be any visceral pain or disturbance. 

A woman, in acute melancholia, said to me, “ Doctor, I must 
kill my children. Send me to an asylum.” I answered, “ Will 
you promise not to kill them until I have tried the effect of one 
medicine upon you?” She thought she could promise. A drachm 
of bromide of potassium, with half a drachm of tincture of can- 
nabis, two or, three times a day, in a fortnight caused so much im- 
provement, and even cheerfulness, that she declared she could now 
see the window open without the almost irresistible desire to throw 
her children down on to the pavement, which had possession of 
her whole mind before. My usual dose is a grain of the extract, 
or from twenty to thirty minims of its tincture—ABrit. Medical 
Fournal. 


Chronic Dyspepsia.—Dr. ©. F. Tayler says (in the Atlantic 
Journal of Medicine): “I wish to call attention to listerine for 
chronic dyspepsia. 

“'W. H., age thirtv-five, came to me for treatment of dyspepsia of 
long standing. His pain and discomfort was great, the stubborn- 
ness of the disease having produced mental depression and attend- 
ant evils. I put him on the following prescription: Listerine, two 
0z.; water, 4 0z.; one teaspoonful before meals After several 
weeks he returned much improved, and reported he was able to 
retain everything he ate with very little intestinal pain except 
when tempted to take heavy diet, such as fat meats, cabbage, Xc. 
I then prescribed listerine, 4 0z.; water, 4 0z.; to be taken as be- 
fore, and he has since obtained complete relief, and is regaining 
flesh and spirits without further treatment. 

“T have had several similar cases of stomach derangement, and 
the listerine certainly gives me better results than any other remedy, 
and I would not be without it. It controls acidity promptly, pro- 
duces a cooling and pleasing sensation, and is grateful generally to 
a patient thus afflicted.” 

Apropos of the above, we prescribed, RB Listerine,2 3. S. 
Teaspoonful after meals in water, for a case of chronic intestinal 
dyspepsia with very gratifying results. 

It is true the patient, an old lady, was not permanently cured of 
her trouble, yet the fermentation of starchy and saccharine food 
was arrested; consequently, gaseous distension of the bowels and 
colic, which before had caused her painful and sleepless nights, 
were followed by ease and sound sleep upon taking listerine. 
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Carbolic Acid Injections of Piles.—In the March No. of 
the Gazette appears a letter of enquiry from Dr. Grirard, of Win- 
chester, Tenn., about the strength of carbolic acid injections in 
hemorrhoids. I have been using the hypodermic treatment for 
piles for the past four or five years, and with universal success. 
The second case I had was a physician from Middlesex county, 
Virginia. He came to Brooklyn to consult some eminent physi- 
cian in New York for piles and prolapsus of the rectum. I re- 
marked to him, when he made known his business, that.he need 
not go any further than my house—I could relieve him without 
the knife, ligature, ointments or caustic, and the operation would 
not interfere with his outdoor movements, as it produced only tem- 
porary pain. I attack only one pile daily, and where there are five 
or six piles, it sometimes happens they are relieved by injecting 
every alternate one; but it is safest to attend to each one in turn, 
and thus effect the entire removal of all. In this doctor’s case he 
had had a bad prolapsus of the rectum, and had used sundry in- 
struments and appliances to remedy his trouble, but none of them 
aftorded him any relief. The rectum was promptly relieved at the 
last operation, and he returned home at the expiration of a week 
a sound man, so far as his piles and prolapsus of the rectum were 
concerned. He reported to me about twelve months afterward as 
still relieved, and no return whatever of hemorrhoids or prolap- 
sus. Let me say that in very large tumors it may be necessary to 
inject them two or three times before the circulation is cut off, as 
was the case recently with a friend! of mine in Virginia. I vary 
my prescription a little, according to the case for treatment: 


R Carbolic acid crystals 
Pure glycerine 
_ Fluid ext. ergot (fresh) 
M. and use in syringe from 5 to 6 minims at each injection. 
I sometimes add a fractional part of a grain of tannin if there 
is not a prompt coagulum in the pile—Dr. Wm. T. Fleet in Ther. 


Gazette. 


Alumen Ustum in Intermittent Fever.—Schidowski, 
CMestesb), Burnt alumen has long been known as a febrifuge. 

—— does a large country practice, being alone in a district of 
79,000 inhabitants, and he had only three pounds of quinine at his 
disposal for a whole year. He resorted to alum with good results. 
Two doses of eight grains each, one to three hours before the re- 
currence of the fever, effected the object. The powder is given 
dry and water is drunk copiously after it. He also saw enlarge- 
ment of the spleen reduced by iti—American Medical Digest, 


May 16. 


Chloroform Narcosis During Sleep.—Dr. John Gray, of 
Trufant, Mich., reports in the Record a case in which he adminis- 
tered, during sleep, to a child three years of. age, chloroform to 
complete narcosis, during which a minor surgical operation was 
done. This is the second case of the kind reported during the 
year.—Med. News. 
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Salicylic Acid a Cure for Tic Douloureux,—We frequently 
meet in our practice cases of tic douloureux, that often so exceed- 
ingly painful neuralgia of the fifth nerve, where an operation 
seems to ‘promise the only radical cure. If we hear of a remedy 
which is said to have the same effect as the surgical interference, 
we become doubtful; but if no less reliable an authority than 
Prof. Nussbaum (Munich, /£rztl. Intelligzbl., 38, 1883) assures us 
of the fact, our hope increases. Recently, a number of ‘such cases 
had been sent to N. for the purpose of having the operation per- 
formed, and, after a number of carefully instituted experiments, 
this great surgeon recommends a trial with salicylic acid before 
proceeding to stretching or to resection of the nerve. In all the 
recently-sent cases he first tried this remedy, and he found it in 
every one a radical cure. Not only a palliative effect, but really 
an utter disappearance of the painful disease was the result in ev- 
ery case. Especially in cases of. rheumatic nature, N. is positive 
of having discovered in salicylic acid a specific for tic douloureux. ' 
He administered the drug in the following manner: 


R Acti edicyhti,'os. 20:5... 2. ey aPC LE EY gr. 34, 
rte lle jee Mh SOOO COPP OLE TES CELEL gr. 32. 
M. ft. pulv. 
Within twenty-four hours the patient takes from four to six of 
such powders.—Med. and Surg. Reporter. 


Sulphide of Calcium for Scabies.—Dr. (“ Brit. Med. Jour- 
nal”) says that sulphide of calcium, known in Poorlaw service as 
golden lotion, is more effectual in the treatment of itch than con- 
ventional sulphur ointment. It may be made by the following for- 
mula: 

Flowers_of sulphur 100 parts, 
Quick-lime 


Boil the whole for some time, stirring occasionally until the sub- 
stance become incorporated, allowing the liquid to cool, and decant 
into hermetically sealed bottles. It should not be made in a metal 
vessel. 

It is applied as follows: The patient is first put into a warm 
bath; he is then painted with a brush dipped in the solution and 
placed in bed, either in blankets or a flannel nightgown. After a 
short time, owing to the deposit of sulphur, the patient’s body is 
almost the color of a guinea. The beneficial effects are speedily 
manifested; the itching ceases, and, as a rule, in simple cases, after 
another warm bath, the patient may be discharged cured.— Amer. 
Med. Digest, May 15. 


Extirpation of Goitre by means of the Elastic Ligature. 
—An Italian journal reports several cases in which enlargements 
of the thyroid body have been successfully removed by means of 
the elastic ligature. An incision is made in the skin in which the 
ligature is placed, the wound being disinfected and the ligature 
tightened daily —Med. News. 
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Treatment of Intermittent Fever.—Regarding the treat- 
ment of intermittent fever, Prof. D. Beaumetz, of Paris, in the 
Detroit Lancet. says. | 

“JT advise you to give your quinine in one dose three hours be- 
fore the paroxysm. As to the dose, it should be variable accord- 
ing to the intensity of the fever, and you can give fifty to seventy- 
five centigrammes or one gram (from seven to fifteen grains) of 
chlorhydrate or sulphate of quinine. I cannot too strongly urge 
you, breaking the bonds of tradition which has given the prefer- 
ence to the sulphate, to use the chlorhydrate instead, a salt more 
soluble, more rich in quinine, and for that reason more active. 

. When the individual has for a long time suffered from attacks 
of intermittent fever, and when, moreover, he continues to live in 
localities infected by malaria, grave modifications are often eflected 
in the functions of certain viscera. The spleen becomes enor- 
mously hypertrophied, the liver is enlarged, the blood is profoundly 
altered and symptoms supervene whose aggregate constitutes the 
malarial cachexia. I shall not here describe this cachexia, but what 
I can assure you is, that the alkaloids of cinchona are impotent 
against it. Here you will often witness the triumph of arsenic, and 
hydro-therapy is of benefit. This last means is one of the most 
powerful resolvents in splenic and hepatic engorgements, and sig- 
nal success has been obtained in these cases by douches of cold 
water directed over the spleen or liver. Here the tonic medication 
is indicated under all its forms, but all means of this kind are with- 
out avail if the individual does not submit to the hygienic treat- 
ment which enables him, under certain circumstances, to avoid the 
toxic action of the marsh miasm.” 

The hygienic treatment referred'to consists in either removing 
the poison (by draining murshes) or removing from the poison to 
a non-malarious district; resturative dietary, of which wine should 
be a part; and the use of water that is free from any paludal con- 
tamination. Asa prophylactic, he advises that the inhabitants of 
miasmatic districts be continually kept under the influence of Pe- 
ruvian Bark.—Med. World. 


Drugs Influencing the Sexual Powers.—Drugs supposed 
to have an influence over the sexual powers are reviewed in the 
Eclec. Méd. Advocate by Dr. Jos: A. Hause. He concludes that 
all aphrodisiacs are uncertain at best. Cantharides is an irritant to 
the genito’ urinary system, rather than a stimulant to the virile 
powers. It is a very dangerous drug. Phosphorus is a much 
more direct and reliable sexual stimulant. Instances have been re- 
corded where phosphorus caused the most consuming passion 
until death ensued from complete exhaustion. “A chemist having 
thrown out some of his refuse preparations, in which was some 
phosphorus, they were partly drunken by a drake, who immedi- 
ately afterward commenced cohabiting with his female companion 
: the most furious manner, and continued -to do so till he fell down 

ead.” 

“Ether will occasionally awaken the generative instinct when 
nothing else will; and cases are recorded where females, during” 
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labor, while under its influence, experience all the pleasures of am. 
ative indulgence.” This occasional action of ether doubtless ac- 
counts for the suits brought against dentists on charges of violat- 
ing the persons of female patients. Of course these acts are wholly 
imaginary on the part of the patients. 

“Cannabis Indica is of great value in treating those conditions 
arising from functional derangement of the sexual apparatus, and 
is frequently given with the most beneficial results in spermator- 
thea, loss of power, etc.” The doctor considers damiana unrelia- 
ble, like .all the other so called aphrodisiacs. He believes that it 
has been over estimated.— Zhe Med. World. 


Bromides in Treatment of Neurotic Diarrhoea of Children, 
—Ata recent meeting of the Harveian Society of London, a re- 
port of which we find in the Medical Times of London, Dr. Lees 
called=wetention to a class of cases, not very uncommon in children, 
in which the main symptom was an irresistible impulse to defeca- 
tion experienced almost immediately after taking food. Colic pain 
might or might not be present, but there was no sensation of 
weight at epigastrium, heartburn, flatulence or other symptom of 
dyspepsia. The motions were usually semi-solid, not often watery 
or slimy, and frequently contained undigested food. Usually a 
motion was passed almost immediately after every meal, and, per- 
haps, once or twice more during the twenty-four hours. Dr. Lees 
pointed out that these symptoms were evidently due to a hyper- 
peristalsis of the alimentary canal, without increase of secretion, 
the two factors of ordinary diarrhea being here disassociated. 
Such increase of peristalsis was probably due to irritation of the 
" vagus nerve, which supplies the excitor fibers to the intestine, the 
splanchnics conveying the inhibitory fibers. The proximity of the 
nucleus of the vagus to that of the trigeminus, in the medulla, in- 
dicated the possibility that this increased excitability of the intes- 
tine might in part be due to dental irritation, the cases in question 
usually occurring during the period of the second dentition. Be- 
lieving in the purely neurotic origin of the symptoms, Dr. Lees 
had treated several cases with bromide of potassium simply, with- 
out opium or any astringent, and had obtained immediate success, 
even in cases which had persisted for several months. The diar- 
rhoea was usually arrested in a few days, and occasionally the chil- 
dren became so costive that the medicine had to be discontinued. 
Four cases were narrated, also a similar case occurring in an adult, 
in all of which speedy relief was given by the bromide. In con- 
clusion} it was remarked that individuals who suffered from these 
symptoms were often of a markedly neurotic temperament, timid 
and easily frightened —WV. 1%. Medical Fournal. 


Too Much Feeding of Infants.—Dr. Little, in Journal of 
Obstetrics, remarks: “ For twenty-one years I have been physi- 
cian to the Rochester Orphan Asylum. Each of these years had 
witnessed deaths from enteric diseases until 1882. In the early 
summer of that year I said to the matron, feed your babes but once 
in three hours during the day, but give them water to drink as 
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often as they will take it. The summer came and went, and when 
frost appeared I congratulated her on the good results of our 
plan. Nota child had died, and no serious case of diarrhea had 
occurred. 

“Yes,” said she, “but it seemed cruel to feed these babes but 
three times a day.’ 

“She had actually carried out my instructions to the letter, as 
she had misunderstood them. Instead of once in three hours, she 
thought I had said three times a day! On the following (that is, 
last) summer the plan was carried out, giving the infants food 
once in three or four hours, according to the age, during the day, 
and an additional meal in the night if the child awoke and would 
not be quieted with a simple drink of water.” 


Humane Blistering.—When we think how painful the re- 
sults of blisters are to our patients, and yet how valuable they are, 
we will hail with pleasure the following suggestion of Dr. Sam- 
uel Stretton in the British Medical Journal: 

In an illness about fifteen years ago, I myself suffered Compicer- 
able distress following the application of a large blister (which, no 
doubt, was instrumental in saving my life); but since that time I 
have never directed a similar torture for others, though I obtain 
satisfactory results from the blistering process I do employ. I di- 
rect the surface requiring such counter-irritation to be well cov- 
ered with annular blisters about the size of the human iris, cut from 
vesicating tissue with an ordinary gun-punch, the centre being ex- 
tracted with a punch of small size. Once secured to the surface, 
and covered with cotton wool and bandage, these blisters require 
no further attention. The discomfort created is so slight that I 
never meet with the slightest resistance to their application.— 


Med. and Surg. Rep. 


Varicose Veins.—A writer in the Eclectic Med. Journal says: 
“T told the patient I would see what I could do. The outcome of 
my seeing what I could do was to go to the woods and get the 
inner bark ot the Quercus Rubra and Rhus Glabrum. I directed 
a strong decoction to be made and used as a wash twice a day, 
after which she was to apply the elastic bandage. 

“Internally, I gave her fluid ext. hamamelis 3j three times a day. 
She began to improve at once, and now calls herself entirely well. 
I don’t know whether it was the Hamamelis or the wash that did 
the work, but I know that she had worn the elastic bandage for a 
long while, and received no benefit from it alone.” 


Bursting of Coffin.—A peculiar case is related in the British 
Medical Journal. Several days after a woman’s burial it was con- 
cluded to hold a post mortem. While opening the lid, the coffin 
burst with a loud noise, one of the boards striking the police in- 
spector and knocking him down. Dr. McDonald, the medical 
officer in attendance, fainted, and remained unconscious for some 
time, and has since died. Another physician who was present is 
lying seriously ill— Weekly Med. Rev. 
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Etherization by Rectum.—It has been found that etherization 
can be produced by rectum. Ether is placed in a bottle, a rubber 
tube is attached to the neck of the bottle, and to the other end of 
the tube may be attached the vaginal nozzle of a Davidson syringe. 
The bowels should be: moved by enema before the operation. 
When the patient is ready, place the bottle in hot water and intro- 
duce the nozzle into: the rectum, thus conducting the vapor into 
the rectum, It is surprising how soon the patient is etherized. 
The struggling, sense of suffocation, etc., that are present by the 
inhalation method are absent. The stage of excitement is often 
absent. Nausea and vomiting are seldom present. The method 
is being freely tested in New York city, with generally favorable 
results thus far.—MJed.. World. 


Cod Liver Oil as a Surgical Dressing.—A writer in Med. 
and Surg. Reporter says, in concluding a paper on the uses of cod 
liver oil in surgery: “Thus I might go on, citing over a hundred 
different cases in which the cod liver oil, with the addition of car. 
bolic aif. was the only dressing applied, but will be content, for 
the present, with those above mentioned. In every case I was 
compelled to note the increased vitality. 

“My experience with cod liver oil as a surgical dressing has led 
me to use it exclusively, believing it to be superior to the olive oil 
generally used. To those who may desire to test the virtues of 
this new dressing, let me suggest that they use the purest article to 
be found in the market.” 


Eucalyptus.—A writer (in Pacific Med. and Surg. Jour.) says 
of the effects of the fluid extract of eucalyptus globulus, after an 
experience of eight months in its use in the Marine Hospital, that 
he regards it as a diuretic of rare virtue, capable of being admin- 
istered when other diuretics in common use are inadmissible. It 
is an aromatic tonic, and has notable restorative effects in low 
states of the system, as typhoid fever, typhoid diarrhoea and dys- 
entery. In vesical catarrh its action is very beneficial. It relieves 
headache, apparently, as the saline cathartics do, by its diuretic 
action. It does not impair, but rather improves the appetite. As 
an external application in chronic ulcers it has great value. 


Iodine in Intermittent Fever.—A few weeks ago, while 
looking over some old medical journals, my attention was attracted 
to an article on the “Treatment of Malaria with Iodine.” The 
results of this treatment, as reported, were very favorable. I had 
scarcely finished the article when I was called to see a case of in- 
termittent fever, of quotidian type. Patient had been sick for four 
days previous. I administered tinct. iodine, gtt. v. largely diluted, 
four times a day. After a few doses. patient began to improve, 
and has had no chills since—over a month ago.—Dr. Cree, in 
Ther. Gazette. 


Substitute for Opium.—Dr. R. Bartholow claims that tannate 
of cannabine is the nearest approach to a substitute for opium yet 
proposed. OA 
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SCIENTIFIC ITEMS. 


Victor Hugo on Sewage Irrigation.—More than twenty 
years ago, Victor Hugo wrote as follows in Les Miserables: 
" “The earth impoverished by the sea. - Paris throws twenty-five 
million dollars a year into the sea. And this without metaphor. 
How, and in what manner? Day and night. With what object? 
Without any object. With what thought? Without thinking. 
For what reason? For nothing. By means of what organ? By 
means of its intestine. What is its intestine? Its sewer. * * * 
Science, after long experiment, now knows that the most fertiliz- 
ing and the most effective of manures is that of man. The Chi- 
nese, we must say to our shame, knew it before us. No Chinese 
peasant, Eckeberg tells us, goes to the city without carrying back 
at the two ends of his bamboos two buckets full of what we call 
filth. Thanks to human fertilization, the earth in China is still as 
young as in the days of Abraham. Chinese wheat yields a hun- 
dred and twenty fold. There is no guano comparable in fertility 
to the detritus of the capital. A great city is the most powerful 
of stercoraries. To employ the city to enrich the plains would be 
asure success. If our gold is filth, on the other hand our filth is 
gold. What is done with this filth? Gold! It is swept into the 
abyss. We fit our convoys of ships, at great expense, to gather 
up at the south pole the droppings of petrels and penguins; and 
the incalculable elements of wealth which we have under our own 
hands we send tothe sea.. All the human. and animal manure 
which the world loses, restored to the land instead of being thrown 
into the water, would suffice to nourish the world. These heaps 
of garbage at the corners of the stone blocks, these tumbrils of 
mire jolting the streets at night, these horrid scavengers’ carts, 
these fetid streams of subterranean slime which the pavements 
hide from’ you—do you know what all this is? It is the flowering 
meadow: it is the green grass; it is marjoram and thyme and sage; 
it is game; it is cattle; it isthe satisfied low of huge oxen at even- 
ing; it is perfumed hay, it is golden corn; it is bread on your ta- 
ble; it is warm blood in your veins; it is health; it is joy; it is 
life. * * * Statistics show that France, alone, makes 
a liquidation of a hundred millions every year into the Atlantic 
Ocean from the mouths of her rivers. * * * The 
cleverness of man is such that he prefers to. throw this hundred 
millions into the gutter. It is the very substance of the people 
which is carried away—here drop by drop, there in floods—by the 
wretched vomiting of our sewers into the rivers, and the gigantic 
collection of our rivers into the ocean. Each hiccough of our 
cloaca costs us one thousand francs. From this come two results— 
the land impoverished and the water infected. Hunger rising 
from the furrow, and disease rising from the river. * * * 


A system of elementary drainage as simple as the lungs of a man, 
and. which is already in full operation in several villages in Eng- 
land, would suffice to bring into our cities the pure water of the 
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fields and send back into our fields the rich water of the cities. 
And this easy see-saw, the simplest in the world, would retain in 
our possession the hundred millions thrown away. The present 
system does harm in endeavoring todo good. The intention is 
good; the result is bad.”"—Pop. Sciance News. 


Ericsson’s New Solar Motor.—We have reported in Science 
News, from time to time, sundry ingenious attempts to utilize the 
enormous motive-power that is wasted in the sunshine falling 
upon the earth. That this source of power wi!l hereafter come 
to be used on an extensive scale is not to be doubted, and invent- 
ors may well be giving attention to the means of doing this eco- 
nomically. Mr. John Ericsson, who has long been experimenting 
in this direction, has recently devised one of the most promising 
solar motors yet made. It consists of a steam ,engine, supplied 
with steam from a small boiler close by, which is fixed in the fo- 
cus of an immense parabolic mirror. The mirror is cheaply made, 
consisting merely of slips of silvered glass, eich three inches wide 
and twenty-six inches long, set in a trame so shaped as to concen- 
trate the rays reflected from them into a single narrow line. In 
this line is set the boiler, consisting of a tube, which serves as a 
brace to the frame of the mirror. The mirrors, when properly ex- 
posed to the sunlight, serve to intercept a beam of about one hun- 
dred and fifty square feet in section, and to concentrate these rays 
by reflection upon an area of about eight and one-half square feet, 
increasing the heat nearly twenty times, and readily boiling the 
water contained in the tube in the focus. The steam so generated 
is conveyed to the cylinder of the engine by a flexible tube, and 
the mirror-frame is pivoted in such a way that it can be moved to 
follow the sun’s course through the sky. In the model engine 
constructed for experiment, the pressure of steam was easily kept 
up to thirty-five pounds.to the square inch; and the average speed 
of the engine, working with a six-inch cylinder and eight inches 
stroke, was one hundred and twenty revolutions a minute.—Pof. 


Science News. 


Dreams.—The British Medical Journal records some interest- 
ing experiments on this subject, made by M.G. Delaunay. Ac- 
cording to psychologists, dreams are generally iilogical and absurd. 
M. Delaunay, however, by covering his forehead with a layer of 
cotton wool, rendered, at will, his dreams healthy and intelligent. 
His experience is that dreams while lying on the back are sensu- 
ous, agitated and erotic; on the right side, changeable, full of exag- 
geration, absurd, and relate to old recollections; on the left side, in- 
telligent, reasonable and relate to recent occurrences. People often 
talk during the latter. The author considers that dreams, intelli- 
gent or otherwise, erotic or sober, can be induced by causing va- 
riations in the cerebral circulation and the nutrition of the various 
regions of the brain, either by the elévation of the cranial temper- 
ature or by decubitus. They, therefore, form an interesting 
field for psychological research—Medical and Surgical Re- 


porter. 
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PRACTICAL NOTES AND FORMULA. 


Sadberry Spleen Mixture.— 





ML ana cess wwiac din p ANatae 6d Odie denane $4 
Fi tiict sin on ehaxiaenennntarpnst,cdasdanen 
RUG scskkaniasuskenes (Sei coer whee dens 3), 
PN IN Ss Sink cnsta vinwsbawseaesansecavenes 3 iij, 
I id. Marin keusseinaadintmatisssd avdets 13x 

Teaspoonful three times a day. 

We SR OUI sick ccs nce wnececvawanwa's ei 
Ne ee re ree sane si. 
Ns as sees RGD Aveiads grs. ij, 
PG AS HSU A K ioe eewtiieee ses gawtuen grs. 1j, 
| eee Wenics cedars side ds eaweeels grs. IO. 


M. Ft. pil. 60. One three times a ae 
il 
Remedy for Neuralgic Dysmenorrt.cea.—For neuralgic 44 


dysmenorrheea Prof. Parvin recommends: 


R  Tinct. opii, 
Tinct. valeriane, | 
Spirit. atheris comp., f *# 
Tinct. castorei, J 

M. Sig. A teaspoonful every hour.—Col. and Clin. Rec. 


Soldier’s Itch.—If Dr. J. K. Heltman will try the following, / 
he will not have much trouble in curing soldier's itch (prurigo or 
lichen ): TT 
Te Rc 5 ois ovceccrcnescecdcdecns 3 ij, cha: 
Hydrargyri oxydum rubrum.........0.......--- 3, iss, “<a 
Rie POM ik ids cices dees iG iids ba knkiisadeed 3 Vi, 
EEE EOL mT eT Cte Te ee See Tee Te 3 viij 


M. Ft. unguent. Sig. ‘Apply every evening. 

Before applying the unguent I have them to wash with soft 
soap, drying with a crash towel. If the crop is not too large one 
washing will be enough, but sometimes I have them use the soft 
soap the fifth night again. 

As an internal remedy I use the following: 


R Liquor potassii arsenitis...... phire ia ack pekacetas 3 ij, ae 
BiG, CHPERMIGNE. COMB s oo os oisn cc vesccsenspebonss 54. 
I tire 88 eins, ppinawesctnen con ne trast 3 vj. — 


M. Sig. Take a teaspoonful after each meal. 


I have tried phytolacca, iris versicolor, stillingia and a host of 
other remedies, but failed to cure until I commenced the above, 
which has cured in every case where tried— Zc. Med. Journal. ' 

3 


eit SE nk idan 


Eis 


LEE RO ET 
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Remedy for Weakness of the Sexual Organs.— 


R Fluid ext. damiana, ) 
Comp. tinct. cinchona,j 
M. Sig. From one-half to one tablespoonful just before or 
after each meal, and on going to bed at night—Med. World. 


Prevention of Abscess.—Spread on the fleecy side of Can- 
ton flannel, apply to the breast and cover on the outside with oiled 
silk. 

R Solid ext. belladonna, 

Pulv. gum camphor, 
Ungt. resinz flav 


} 
avi. 


Syrup of Codeia.—For Coughs.— 


Hydrochloric acid, dil 
Distilled water 
Dissolve and add: 
Syrup 
Dose, a teaspoonful.— Fx. 


Treatment of Infantile Eclampsia.—The following valuable 
formulas for the relief of infantile eclampsia during the spasm 
are published by Wertheimber, of Munchen (in Jahrbuch. fur 
Kinder-krankheiten.) By preference he employs injections per 
rectum of hydrate of chloral (0.25 [gr. jv] to aqua dest 50.0 
[3 jss]), since it is more efficient than the inhalations of chloro- 
form. The bromides are quite satisfactory in neuropathic chil- 
dren: 


We Fin kdee co rtew rns acaneescagan 2.00 (3 ss) 
I kc tvcde eed ereee reniedanedhan 80 0 (3 ijss) 
Syr. simp 10 (3 ijss) 

M. D.S. One teaspoonful three to four times daily. 


R Kali bromat 2.0 (3 ss) 
Ammon. bromat 1.0 (gr. xv) 
Aque dest 100.0 (3 iij) 
oie ee, EOL TEE LEE TERETE eT 20.0 (3-v) 

M. D.S. As above. 


The combination of the two remedies is very effective. 


R Kali bromat 1.5 (gr. xxijss) 
ee a eee 0.5—8 (gr. vijss—xij) 
Aq. dest 3 iij 
Mucil. gum arab 
Syr. cort. aurant 

M. D.S. Two teaspoonfuls every three to four hours. 


In eclampsia due to inanition and collapse, warm baths and ex- 
citants, as liq. ammon. anise, etc.— Zher. Gazette. 
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EDITORIALS AND MISCELLANEOUS. - 


READ! READ!!! 
(0@F- Many of our subscribers are in arrears. Friends, the ag- 


gregate of these small amounts is very important to us. Please let 


us hear from you at ONCE. R. C. Worn, 
Managing Editor. 


EDITORIAL NOTICES. 
Missour1 MeEpicaL CoLLeGE.—See advertisement of this Institution, 
located at St. Louis, Mo. 


LACTOPEPTINE holds its reputation as a useful aid to digestion. In the 
summer diarrhoeas of children it has attained a high reputation. It may be 
given in connection with the food taken, and is said to prevent, in many cases, 
the indigestion which is a frequent cause of these bowel derangements. See 
advertisement in this Journal of New York Pharmacal Association. 


WE have received a beautiful picture of the Southern Exposition, which 
opens at Louisville, Ky., August 16th, and continues until October 25th. The 
view is of the main building, which is one of the largest exposition buildings 
ever erected. It covers thirteen acres of ground, and will be lighted through- 
out by five thousand electric lights. 


AMERICAN MEDICAL AssocIATION.—At the meeting of the American 
Medical Association held at Washington in May last,an amendment to Reg- 
ulation II was adopted, which provides that 

Membership in the Association shall be obtainable by any member of a 
State or County Medical Society recognized by the Association, upon applica- 
tion endorsed by the President and Secretary of said Society; and shall be re- 
tained so long as he shall remain in good standing in his local Society, and 
shail pay his annual dues to the Association. 

URINARY Test PApers.— Messrs. ParRKE, Davis & Co., of Detroit, 
have placed the profession under renewed obligations in the preparation of neat 
little pocket cases, containing urinary test papers and apparatus for testing 
urine. The agents used are based: upon suggestions in a paper published in 
The London Lancet, Feb. 3d, 1883, by Dr. G. Oliver; also upon a paper by 
Chas. W. Purdy, M.D., of Chicago, in the Journal of American Medical As- 
sociation, January, 84. Full instructions are found in the case, which—from 
its convenience and the simplicity of the methods reeommended—must prove 
very desirable and acceptable to practitioners. 


VALERIAN.—Valerian has long been recognized by the profession as pos- 
sessing valuable properties in a certain class of nervous affections, We are sat- 
isfied, from much experience in the use of this agent, that it is not sufficiently 
appreciated, Jt is a superior remedy in all hysterical and neryoys affec: 
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tions, especially in those peculiar disorders connected with the menopause, 
or change of life, in females. It is our most efficient remedy in hysterical in- 
somnia, in palpitation resulting from menstrual disorders, in nervous vertigo, 
in “dysphagia, borborygmi, flatulence, burning in the intestines, anxiety of the 
precordia, panic fears” and, in short, in nervous troubles generally. 

It is unfortunate that, possessing such admirable qualities as a nervine, it 
has a most repulsive odor, a fact which renders it exceedingly obnoxious, es- 
pecially to the particular class of patients who need it most. The fastidious- 
ness of this class of patients is usually in proportion to their nervousness. 

A preparation of the drug tnat would avoid its disagreeable odor, and yet 
retain the full powers of the medicine, has heretofore been a desideratum 
which was thought to be insurmountable; but we have now the satisfaction of 
announcing that the difficulties have been overcome by that enterprising and 
indomitable house, PARKE, Davis & Co., oF DETROIT. 

These gentlemen have kindly sent us samples of the drug in three forms, 
skillfully and beautifully prepared, each of which we have found free from dis- 
agreeable odor, and efficient in action. The profession will, doubtless, welcome 
these new preparations, to-wit: Gelatine-coated Pills of the Abstract of Vale- 
rian, Gelatine-coated Pills of the Solid Extract of Valerian, and Elastic Cap- 
sules of the Oil of Valerian. 


MEDICAL STUDENTS.—There is now no necessity for uur students of the 
South to go North or to Europe to obtain a medical education. Ample facili- 
ties are to be found in certain of our home institutions for a thorough medical 
education. Let our young men spend their money at home, and thus aid in the 
building up of our home institutions. If, after securing your diploma at home, 
you desire to spend a winter abroad to compare methods and plans of teaching, 
and the better to impress upon the mind what has been learned, it is well to do 
so, and this may be done with comparatively little expense, as no charge is 
made, or, at least, very low rates are charged those who hold diplomas, and the 
graduated student is better prepared, and is more competent, to understand what 
he sees than one who, for the first time, enters upon a new and untried field of 

study. 


SOUTHERN MEDICAL COLLEGE. 


We invite attention to the advertisement of the above school in this issue. 
The SouTHERN MEDICAL COLLEGE is now more fully and thoroughly 
equipped for teaching than at any previous session. The Ivy Street Hospital, 
which is on a lot adjacent to the College, is in full and successful operation, 
and will give peculiar advantages to the students of the SouTrHERN MEDICAL 
CoLLeGceE. There are indications of a large class at the approaching session, 
which will open on the 7th of October uext. 


CHOLERA. 

Asiatic Cholera is now raging in France, first appearing at Toulon, then 
at Marseilles and other cities of France. The whole civilized world is now on 
the lookout to ward off the malady, if possible. The great epidemics of this 
scourge have usually struck the American continent at Quebec, Montreal or 
New York; thence to Philadelphia, Baltimore and the Southern seaport cities, 
and, moving westward, follows the commercial lines of travel up the Missis- 
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sippi river and its tributaries, being confined to the limestone formations. 
Though sanitary precautions are being generally observed, it is probable that 
the disease will visit us, reaching us, perhaps, not before next spring or sum- 
mer. Hope is everywhere entertained that improved sanitation and advances 
in medical treatment will greatly restrict its ravages and ameliorate its terrors. 


BOOK NOTICES. 


Medical Advice to Young Men, by C. A. Bryce, M.D., Richmond, Va. 

This little work is well-timed and appropriate, being designed to give clear 
and truthful ideas to the young men of the country who are being victimized 
by the quacks in relation to “ Lost Manhood, Weakness and Decay,” “ Youth- 
ful Indiscretions,” etc., etc. The works which have been written upon this 
subject are, as a class, wholly empirical, and designed to excite the fears of the 
* yorng and ignorant, that the authors may fleece them of their money. The 
loss of money is, unfortunat&ly, not the only evil that results. Sensitive minds 
are ala:med, and often driven to despair and insanity, where no such result is 
necessary, Not so with this little work, which, though small, may be read 
with interest and profit by any one desiring information on this subject. It 
does not supplant the family physician, but points out the true dangers inci- 
dent to youthful indiscretion, how to avoid them and when a physician should 
be consulted. 

The best method of combatting quackery is to educate the masses in the 
truths of science. This book looks in that direction, and is, therefore, to be 
commended. 


The Essentials of Anatomy, Physiology and Hygiene: A Text Book for 
Schools and Academies, by Roger S. Tracv, M.D., Sanitary Inspector of 
the New York City Health Department; Author of the Hand Book of 
Sanitary Information for Householders. New York: D. Appleton & Co., 
1,3 and 5 Bond St. 1884. 

This is a school book, and is, in all respects, admirably adapted to the non- 
professional student, as evervthing is presented in language plain and intelligi- 
ble, well il'ustrated, and suffieiently full to contain all the leading and essential 
parts and principles of physiological science. 

The arrangement of the work, its size and its typographical execution, etc., 
are all good, and-—like everything that emanates from that most excellent and 
reliable Publishing House, D. Appleton & Co.—it is well gotten up, and de- 
serving of the confidence and patronage of the public. 


Health Hints for Travelers, by John C. Lundborg, M.D. D. G. Brinton, 
Philadelphia. 1884. 

An interesting and useful little work of sixty-one pages, designed to teach 
the traveler how to keep well on the various changes and exposures which he 
must encounter. The Author, having himself been an extensive traveler, is the 
better qualified for the task ky drawing from his own observations and experi- 
ence. 

Auscultation, Percussion and Urinalysis, an Epitome of the Physical Signs 
of the Heart, Lung, Liver, Kidney and Spleen in Health and Disease. 
Edited by C. Henri Leonard, A.M., M.D., Professor of the Medical and 
Surgical Diseases of Women and Clinical Gynecology, Michigan College 
of Medicine, Detroit. Fully illustrated. 
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This little work is very useful and practical, particularly in the department 
of Physical Diagnosis. It was designed for the use of students, but may be 
read with interest and profit by the practitioner. 

First Application of Waring’s Sewerage System in Paris, a Pamphlet 
published in French by Ernest Poitzen—Reviewed by E. Van Goidts- 
noven, M.D. 

To those who are familiar with French and interested in the study of the 
most modern and approved plans of sewerage, the above pamphlet is particu- 
larly recommended. Mankind is so constituted that it seldom, if evcr, awakes 
to the importance of averting the countless dangers that threaten its very exist- 
ence uutil fhe mowing scythe of death forces it to realize that ‘‘ Famine and 
plague are sent as scourges for amendment.” We might also say, for reform. 

The remembrance of the terrible pestilence in Memphis is still fresh in the 
minds of our readers. Twenty-two fearful incursions of yellow fever within 
fifty years forced that city to recognize that she was, in a great measure, respon- 
sible for her own distress and suffering, and that she had been too long indiffer- 
ent to the “condition of her bowels.” There, as in many old cities, foecal mat- 

ters were deposited in vaults dug in the ground, in proximity to habitations, A 

portion of the matters so introduced filtered away into the soil; the rest was 

removed when the vault became full. Think of the emanations rising from 
these cesspools of death under a July sun! Realizing her true condition, Mem- 
phis at last listened to an exposition of Waring’s system of sewerage and re 

solved to give it atrial. After an experiment of three years, the municipal 
council and the engineers of that city have come to the unanimous conclusion 
that the method is perfect in every particular, and that the sanitary condition of 
the city has improved in a wonderful degree since its introduction. The suc- 
cess obtained in Memphis has led other cities to adopt the Waring system. 

No city in the world has a better plan of sewerage than the great French me- 

tropolis. Who has not heard of her subterranean life? The traveler who, 

stopping in Paris, neglects to visit the “ Egouts,” misses one of the wonders of 
the age: a network of tunnels, wherein aqueducts, gas pipes, telephone and tel- 
egraph wires, steamers and tramways, sewer carts, etc., are, as it were, in per- 
petual motion. Notwithstanding these wonderful improvements challenge the 
admiration of men, many imperfections have been discovered in their structure 
as well as in their modus agendi. It has been found that the scwers proper 
have, in several portions of the city, very slight inclinations. They are small 
and badly ventilated Water pipes and telegraph wires occupy the upper part 
of the canal, and, at the lower part, infected material accumulates. The mu- 
nicipal council of Paris, in its session of the 11th of April, 1884, decided to 
remedy the existing evil by the adoption of Waring’s system, ‘“ With this 
method,” says Mr. Pontzen, “all the excremental matters and household liquids 
will be discharged into the sewer, wherever the condition of the sewers is suit- 
able; they will be sent through the sewer, that is to say, by special conduits 
located wherever possible in the interior of the large sewers, where their imme- 
diate delivery into the sewer itself would not be admissible, these special con- 
duits to deliver nto the sewer as soon as a point is reached where the necessary 
conditions for the rapid and complete removal of the discharge of such afflu- 


ents is assured. 
“This is one of the great advantages of Waring’s system of sewerage, that 
it can as well be established in isolated sections, constituting an auxiliary and 
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an economical complement of the great system of sewers suited to receive 
fresh foecal matter and heusehold waste, as it can, by itself alone, be extended 
for the complete drainage of whole quarters or of entire cities. 

“ Whatever may be the extension of a series of sewers according to Waring’s 
system, it retains always, by reason of its exclusion of storm water, the great 
advantage of requiring only small diameters and reasonable inclinations, in 
which the volume of flow undergoes only slight variations, and for the cleans- 
ing of which relatively small quantities of water suffice. 

“The establishment and maintenance of a system of sewers according to 
Waring’s system has, therefore, in all cases, the advantage of being economical.” 

This action of the municipal council of Paris is but the addition of another 
laurel leaf ‘to the wreath that encircles the brow of American genius and in- 
dustry, and we congratulate Mr. Waring upon the great success he has achieved. 
This action is also a lesson and an example which it were well for other cities 
to reflect upon and, in many instances, to imitate. ‘otwithstanding her na- 
tional pride was somewhat involved; notwithstanding millions had been spent 
in the construction of a system which it was supposed would meet all the re- 
quirements of public sanitation, yet proved in many ways imperfect, the city 
of Paris did not hesitate to acknowledve hererrors and to call to her assistance 
the brains and pluck of an humble American citizen! Salus populi, suprema 
lex esto! said she. Far from weakening under mortification, she boldly under- 
took to rectify the errors of previous construction regardless of cost! 

A great duty is now more than ever incumbent upon every city, town and 
hamlet of America! Cholera will, sooner or later, land on our shore. We, of 
the South, cannot be ready too soon to. meet the grim destroyer. Our old 
plantation doctors say negroes are his preferred food! What is the sanitary 
condition of the Southern cities? If we are to judge of it by what taxes our 
senses in the Gate City of the South, it would look as though every preparation 
had been made to secure his headquarters therein and make his sojourn no less 
f.uitful than durable. 


Sabbath Bells—For Sunday schools, prayer, praise and gospel meetings, 
by Wm. B. Blake, with A. J. Showalter, B. F. Nysewwandet and Chas. 

E. Prior as special contributors. Published by Fireside Friend Publishing 

Co., Springfield, Ohio. 

An excellent book of songs, containins beautiful selections, adapted to su- 
perintendents and choristers, and gems ot song which lovers of music cannot 
fail to appreciate. 

Memoir of the Nature of Diphtheria, by Drs. H. C. Wood and H. F. 

Formad, Philadelphia. Appendix A: Repurt of the National Board of 

Health for 1882. 


This is an interesting and instructive illustrated namphlet, treating of, rst, 
the structure of the diphtheritic membrane; 2d, on the clinical relation of mi- 


crococci to diphtheria; 3d, natural history of micrococci; 4th, rzlations of the 
micrococci to diphtheria; 5th, on the relations of diphtheria and its micrococ- 
cus tu other diseases. 

The points for and against the bacterian theory of diphtheria are strongly 
presented, and leave us still in doubt upon the question. With all that has 
been said of the germ theory of disease, a large proportion of the profession 
reject it, claiming that the germs are accompaniments, merely, of diseased 
states, and not the causes of the disease. They hold the same relation and 
subserve the same purpose as scavengers in the microscopic world as do the 
maggot and other larvz in the visible world. 
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RECEIPIED. 


1884.—Drs. H. T. Shiells, J. M. Jackson, W. J. Rogers Powe’'l & Sells. R. J. McMul- 
lin, & Lockwood, T. A. Boggan, D. B. Searcy, D. R. Norman, J. E. Martin, F. L 


8. L. wi ‘ 
Fish, R. 8. Roland, I. T. McGrath, 8. P. Thomas, James McWilliams, Thos. 4’. Mor- 
ton, J. B. Medlock to April, L. N. Hyten to July, R. D. Jackson to June,8, P. Clayton 
to July, M. Amen to April, A. D. Coleman to May. 
1883,—G. L, Mills, B. F, Chambliss to July. 
1885,—J. A. Williams, 





SPECIAL NOTICES. 


Tongaline.—“ In those forms of neuralgia and rheumatism of a malarial origin, 
and most seem to be such, I have been highly gratified by the action of TONGALINE 
in conjunction with quinine, the therapeutic properties of both seeming to be ac- 
centuated under these circumstances, 

With each dose of TONGALINE I prescribe two to five grains of quinine, according 
to the severity of the case and the susceptibility of the patient to the effect of the 
latter. 

“Thus far, have not experienced a single tailure.”—Exzt. from July No., '84, of Med. 
Brief, p. 323. 


Parke, Davis & Co.—This great Drug Establishment of Detroit still main- 
tains its high reputation before the esgoees st The energy which they display in the 
investigation and publication of new medicinal agents, the neatness and precision 
with which they put up all the standard preparations, and the staunch integrity 
and B poceng re 9 which they have always exhibited as business men, have justly se- 
eured the confidence and patronage of the profession and of the public. See their 
advertisement. 


Wm. R. Warner & Co.—This splendid Drug House, so widely and favorably 
known, both to the home and foreign trade, continue to maintain their high posi- 
tion. Their preparations are regarded by the profession every where as unsurpassed 
for purity and elegance. As manufacturing chemists, this establishment is eminently 
popular, and is the pride of our country. This house has an attractive advertisement 
in this issue, whic. please examine carefully. 


IN addition to its other valuable properties, the SEVEN SPRINGS IRON. (1.17M 
MASS is a formidable rival to quinine for chills and fevers and malaria! diseases. 
In some respects it is decidedly preferable. As a tonic, alterative and expurygative of 
~ malarial poison, it is far superior. I would like the profession to try this remedy 
and report results, as it seems not generally known as a chill remedy. 

See advertisement on colored leaves. H. M. GRANT, M.D., D.D Ss. 

Abingdon, Va., formerly of Texas, 


Dr. J. 8. Pemberton & Co., Drug and Chemical Brokers and Manufacturers’ 
Agents, Atianta, Ga, Drugstores bought and sold. Physicians bills and orders a 
specialty. Send for prices. Correspondence solicited. 


Battle & Co., Chemists, St. Louis.—This is a.snlendid House. Their prepa- 
rations possess real merit, and are growing in popularity with the Profession every- 
w here. They are live men, energetic and reliable in their dealings, and peomes in 
business transactions. They keep an advertisement in this Journal, which our read- 
ers are invited to examine carefully, and we doubt not they will be both interested 
and profited thereby. 


Dr. Harier’s Iron Tontc.—This medicinal preparation is one out of a thousand 
of the proprietary kind placed before the public which has what it claims, “ intrinsic 
merits,” and does afford 1elief in diseases like dyspepsia, general debility, and many 
kinds of disorders peculiar to females. It has received the endorsement of hundreds 
of people of good standing throughout the country, and should it sometimes fail to 
effect a cure, it may be taken without deleterious results. 1t has become a staple 
medicine with druggists. One or two bottles, used in season, may save a heavy bill 
from the family physician. 


DIABETHES.—The attention of the profession is called to a new remedy 
for the successful treatment and permanent cure of Diabetes Mellitus, GILLJ- 
FORD'S SOLUTION, an aqueous solutionof a combination of Bromine and Ar- 
senious Acid. This remedy has also proved very useful in u variety of nervous 
affections, Manufactured and sold by R. H. GILLIFORD, M. D., Allegheny, Penn- 
sylvania. In half--pint bottles, $1.00 per bottle. Expressed on receipt of price, 
Semple free, except expressage. 





